
 
 

	

The AAW is dedicated to the advancement of woodturning by providing 
education, information, organization, technical assistance, and publications 
relating to woodturning.  The North Carolina Woodturners Association 
purpose is to promote an interest in woodturning for persons of all levels, and 
to encourage membership in, and give support to, the American Association 
of Woodturners. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

Wow, so many exciting things are happening in 
our club, where to begin? 

Harry LeBlanc is working with Gary Hoffman 
to transition as our Newsletter Editor, Scott Smith is 
working on our web page with ideas for a new 
format and updated background.  Ken Hunt along 
with Harry and Scott are working on our web 
hosting.  

Your board has put forth names for new 
members who will be voted on at our February 
meeting: Harry LeBlanc, Scott Smith and Connie 
Prizer. Connie will be our new greeter/hostess and 
will work with Gary Huffman with visitors and new 
members.  

We will accept any nominations from the floor 
but require that the nominee be asked and accepted 
prior to his/her name be brought forth. 

We will be needing volunteers throughout the 
year for various things. For you new members, this 
could mean if there is not a volunteer, you may be 
volunteered.  Thank you Michael for “volunteering” 
for the popcorn machine. We need volunteers to 
work with Guy Scronce to find a venue for the 2020 
Christmas Party.  It needs to be in the Hickory 
vicinity and could be in a Church, Restaurant or 
other setting. Please contact Guy prior to our next 
meeting. 

Dot has begun a list of demonstrators for next 
year, if there is someone or something you would 
like to see demonstrated, please let Dorothy Green 
know. 

I came across this saying somewhere and found 
it quite interesting and somewhat motivational for 
myself.  Don’t know the author but ponder on it 
quite often: “Aspire to Inspire before you 
Expire”.   Hence, it should be our goal to put a tool 
in the hands and help start anyone interested in the 
joys of turning! 
  
Ric Moffatt 
 
[Editor’s Note:  The Board needs a quorum to 
conduct the elections.  So please make an effort to 
attend this club meeting on Sat. 8 Feb.] 
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MINUTES OF NCWA JANUARY BOARD MEETING 
Minutes NCWA board meeting 1/11/2020 
 

12:00 Call to order. 
 

Board Members present:  Scott Caskey, Dorothy Green, Ralph Green, Kenneth Hunt, Richard 
Moffatt, Guy Scronce, Timothy Simmons.  Board Members absent:  Gary Hoffman, Teresa Ransom, 
Bruce Whipple, Guy Williamson 

Additional attendees:  Harry LeBlanc, Connie Preiser.  
Connie has been asked and accepted to be our greeter of visitors. Harry has agreed to be journal 

editor.  Scott Smith will be web master. 
The by-laws require an election of two board members. Ralph Green and Scott Caskey have come 

off the board.  Ralph Green will allow himself to be reelected. The board has put forward Ralph, Harry, 
Connie and Scott Smith for consideration.  .  

The election will be held at the February meeting.  There may also be nominations from the floor 
at that meeting.  If nominated and not present, the nominees must have agreed to be nominated in advance. 

The board was reminded that one of the goals of the club is to promote turning.  With that in mind, 
“Learn and Turn” (L & T) sessions will be scheduled at 10:00 AM on 1/18, 4/18, 7/18 and 10/17 after the 
Extravaganza.  In addition they may also be held after the regular Sat. meetings after lunch depending on 
the presenter.  There is a need for experienced members to sign up to help teach during the L & T sessions 
on the third Saturday on the first month of each calendar quarter.  

It was determined that the July “L &T” will be Christmas in July and ornaments will be taught. 
The club needs to give back to the community. It was passed that members donate one project per 

quarter to raise money for donations and there will be a sign up board for donations.  In the past groups 
like ‘Lions Club”, “Shriners Children’s Hospital” and “American Cancer Society” have been sponsored. 
Ralph Green will make a poster board to track participating members. 

Guy Scronce will chair a committee of volunteer members to determine a new place for the annual 
Christmas Party.    If you have an opinion on this let a board member know. Also, if you have a suggestion 
let Guy know. 

The board needs to know how many members are AAW members.  This is important for our 
insurance and other benefits the club may receive.  Let Ken Hunt know by responding to any email he 
sends out. Do not reply to all, just Ken. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50. 
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JANUARY PRESENTATION 
Sam McDowell - NC Woodturners – 11 January 2020 
 

Sam offered a demonstration of “Legs, Feet, Toes and Bottoms” to January meeting attendees. 
 
While describing the differences in the title features, he reminded us that he had written a 5 part 

series on Woodturning Design published in this journal from April to August 2007.  (They are archived 
here: http://www.ncwoodturners.com/newsletters.html) 

Sam took us all the way from a green piece of trunk to a (nearly) finished 3-footed bowl.  He 
explained and illustrated how to make different design statements or get separate effects with leaving a 
bottom ‘rim’ or reducing the bottom inverted bowl to disappear into the final bowl wall using a Holey 
Galahad® grinding disk, carried by Klingspor. All that remained was final sanding and an oil or lacquer 
application. 

Sam also demonstrated his long jam chuck with movable collar for turning vases and other tall 
items… clever! 

A discussion about inlay techniques and materials arose.  InLace®, also available at Klingspor, 
minerals such as turquoise and colored sand from hobby stores were mentioned as inlay fill components. 
 
 
JANUARY LEARN AND TURN 
 
18 January 2020 
 

Wood dust and shavings grew under lathes as bowls, angels, candlesticks and spinning tops 
magically emerged from wooden blocks during 2020’s first Learn and Turn event at Klingspor. 

In accordance to Article III of our By-Laws to “promote an interest in wood turning for persons of 
all levels of competence, whether they are beginners or advanced professionals; to provide information, 
education, and hands-on experience for all members; to encourage creativity and to explore new methods 
and techniques for advancing wood turning as a creative craft and as a unique art form…” several 
experienced club members (sadly, I don’t remember them all, so as to not insult anyone by omission, I 
won’t name the couple I do remember) gave up their Saturday to assist grateful others in improving their 
turning skills. 

We even had a non-turning family wander into our midst!  Son turned a top and Mom (who had a 
pyrography book in hand, thus indicating a predisposition to wood craft!) turned a candlestick.  Hopefully 
the woodturning infection will take firm hold and we will see them at future meetings as regular members. 

Please note the dates of future Learn and Turn sessions listed in the Board minutes above and join 
in spreading the “information, education and… experience” we all enjoy. 
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NEXT MONTH’S PRESENTATION 
 

Joe Ruminski 
Biography 

Artist Joe Ruminski started turning at the age of 13. Over 
the past eight years, he has attended more than 70 seminars, 
studying with master craftsmen such as Ray Key, Mike 
Mahoney, Gary Sanders, Nick Cook and Bobby Clemons. 

Having refined his techniques under these renowned turners, Joe now applies his knowledge and 
skills to creating imaginative art, practical forms and unique gift items. With impeccable standards, he has 
commercially produced over 800 natural edge bowls, utilitarian bowls, vases, Christmas tree ornaments 
and art pieces. His work appears in several prestigious places, including the Biltmore Estate and numerous 
galleries in Western North Carolina. 

Joe Teaches at the Arrowmont School of Arts, John C Campbell Folk Art School. He has 
displayed his wares at National Woodturners Symposiums and worked with the youth program for the 
American Association of Woodturners for the past three years. His "Craft Corner" Performances have 
been featured on local television shows. He has also opened a classroom area in his own studio. 

Joe is a member of the Southern Highland Craft Guild, past president and Board Member of 
Carolina Mountain Woodturners and member of American Association of Woodturners. 
 
Statement 

Some things are made just to be pleasing to the eyes. Others are made to cause one to dream, 
wonder and maybe even question. For me working in wood is a wonderful combination of all these. There 
is a natural beauty in wood that can be exposed in different ways to show that beauty to others. In making 
the sculptural pieces my goal is to use line and form in a way that allows the viewer to use his or her 
imagination to create a description of the art. Utilitarian pieces show the natural beauty in the wood in a 
way that makes it both practical and a piece of art. The goal in these pieces is to keep the lines simple to 
accent the natural beauty in the wood. 
 
GALLERY 
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TIP OF THE MONTH 
As a way of introduction, my name is Ric Erkes and I’ve been a club member for a number of years.  

Since the club has a large percentage of relatively new turners, I thought I would look around my shop and 
pass along monthly tips that I have found to save me time or money. 

 
Ever make a tenon and then find out it is too big, or small, for your chuck?  There is an easy 

solution.   Every chuck type and jaws will be different but the concept is the same.  Personally, for 95% of 
my work I use a Stronghold Chuck with number 3 or 4 jaws. 

This first picture shows the minimum size tenon that the number 3 jaws will hold.  I find a pencil 
laid on the live center matches the minimum 
diameter of the tenon I need. 

 
This next picture, below, shows a simple jig I 

made to show the maximum size tenon that the #3 
jaws will hold.  It also happens to be the minimum 
size that the Stronghold #4 jaws will hold. 

 

 
So, when I’m making a tenon, I just flatten the 

blank and use this idea to draw the ideal size and cut the 
tenon. 

 
Ric Erkes 
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MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER/LIBRARY NEWS  

Membership Matters 
Types of Membership and annual pricing.   See me at meetings if you want to 
join or have questions regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership 
entitles you to a 10% discount from Klingspor on all purchases (except wood and 
things with a plug).  

! Regular 
o $50/year – If you do not renew by March 1st of any year, you must pay the full $50 

membership to ‘rejoin” in the calendar year per the by-laws  
The following prorated price for yearly membership applies to new members.   

! After April 1st - $45.00;  
! After July 1st - $40.00;  
! After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year  

January 1st, the yearly dues goes to $50. 
Special Membership opportunities: 

" Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 
" Lifetime  $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and 

special name tag 
" Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in 

NCW (designed for businesses)  

Newsletter 
If you want to get your newsletter electronically instead of paper (which is black/white) please let me 
know.  
 
 
MENTORSHIP INFORMATION 
If you are interested in learning new skills, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW members: 
 

 
 
PRESENTERS AND TOPICS FOR 2020 
 

Month Presenter Presentation 
January Sam McDowell AM presentation  - Legs, Feet, Toes & Bottoms 

PM – Learn & Turn 
February Joe Rominski  
March   
April   

MENTOR & LOCATION CONTACT # MENTOR & LOCATION CONTACT # 
Scott Caskey 

(Iron Station, NC) 704-735-2382 Edgar Ingram 
(Statesville, NC) 704-876-4576 

Don Olsen  
(Morganton, NC) 704-530-6055 John Melius  

(Mooresville, NC) 704-995-7257 

Ric Erkes 
 (Mooresville, NC) 704-508-1302  
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May   
June   
July   
August   
September   
October   
November   
December Christmas Party Location to be determined 
 
 
2020 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

OFFICERS 
President Ric Moffatt (828) 443-9060 
VP/Program Chair Dorothy Green (704) 692-4278 
Treasurer Bruce Whipple (828) 584-0890 
Secretary Kenneth Hunt (828) 433-6734 
Journal Editor Harry LeBlanc (919) 444-1507 
Website Editor Scott Smith (828) 407-7013 
Past President Tim Simmons (828) 212-1605 
Librarian Guy Scronce (828) 244-3682 
Symposium Representative / Library Asst Ric Erkes (704) 508-1302 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (3-year terms) 
 Thru 2019 Scott Caskey (704) 735-2382 
 Ralph Green (704) 692-4278 
 Thru 2020 Guy Williamson (704) 435-2423 
 Teresa Ransom (423) 268-0613 
 Thru 2021 Guy Scronce (828) 244-3682 
 Gary Hoffman (980) 429-0754 
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REGULAR MEETING: 

February 8, 2020 
WHEN: Second Saturday of each month 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

 NEXT LEARN & TURN: 
April 18, 2020 

WHEN: Third Saturday of first month of each calendar quarter 
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

 
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop 

856 21st Street Drive SE  
Hickory, NC 28602 
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