
 

 

 

The AAW is dedicated to the advancement of woodturning by providing 

education, information, organization, technical assistance, and publications 

relating to woodturning.  The North Carolina Woodturners Association 

purpose is to promote an interest in woodturning for persons of all levels, and 

to encourage membership in, and give support to, the American Association of 

Woodturners. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Newsletter 20 of 24.......       

 

Wow just like that August is on us.    I hope everyone is 

doing well and you got to complete some vacation 

plans.    

 

Finally, we have all demonstrations booked for the 

remainder of the year.    Thank you all for stepping up 

and volunteering.    

 

We have a couple positions open for club officers.   So 

if you have always dreamed of being club 

president,  vice president, or a board member,  now is 

your chance.    If interested, see me,  any other current 

officer or board member.     

 

We are just around the corner from the Klingspor 

Woodworking Extravaganza.  Our club will be doing 

our pen turning activities again this year.    We will need 

help and support both Friday and Saturday.  We will 

have a signup sheet at the next club meeting to start 

filling workers’ time slots.   For those of you that say, 

“oh I have never turned a pen or don't know how”, don't 

worry I have you covered.   We will be having a pen 

turning demo as part of one of our next club meetings. 

 

Well I hope everyone has a safe rest of your summer; 

stay safe and turn something colorful and bring it to the 

next club meeting to talk about during our gallery 

time.    

 

Thanks 

Tim 

 

  

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

  

President’s Message 1 

Table of Contents 1 

Email address change 1 

July – Ric Erkes 2 

August Presenters 3 

Gallery 4 

Membership/Newsletter/Library News 6 

2018 Officers and Board of Directors 7 

Presenters and Topics for 2018 7 

Mentorship Information 7 

 

 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGE 

 

I have changed the email information for receiving 

questions, inquiries, information to be included in 

newsletter, etc. as the older one cannot be managed by 

me due to the way it was established.  This will work 

for the website and Facebook as well.   

 

Email address is ncwoodturners@yahoo.com and will 

come directly to me.   

 

Beth Parham, Secretary 

  

NORTH CAROLINA WOODTURNERS 

ASSOCIATION 
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JULY – RIC ERKES 

Ric is a long-time member of the club and he has been turning about 20 years.  He is also 

a member of the Concord club.  He began by talking about lathe maintenance.  To keep 

the bed of the lathe clean he uses 400 grit sandpaper on the bed and sprays with a silicone 

spray.  He also does the underside of the of the banjo to keep it sliding easily.  He suggests 

using a file on the edge or top of tool rest to keep it smooth.  He always wears a face 

shield after hearing of other turners who have had their noses broken while working on 

the lathe. 

 

He then began by demonstrating sharpening one’s tools.  He said that someone said that 

the difference between an amateur and a professional turner is that the amateur turners 

goes into the shop and begins turning and the professional goes into the shop and first 

sharpens their tools.  After using stone wheels for 18 years, he now uses CBN wheels that are 350 and 80 

grits.  He also uses the Wolverine system on his grinder.  He used the 350-grit on his bowl gouges and the 

80-grit on his spindle roughing gouge and scraping tools.  His skews used to be sharpened on his belt sander 

and he now uses the side of his CBN wheel. 

 

He likes to focus more on the process of turning rather than the product.  He first turned handles for a Star 

Wars light saber.  He drilled a 1-inch hole in one end and a ½-inch hole in the other end of the handle.  He 

used a  2”x2”x5” piece of pine from a 2”x4” but more often will use maple.  In the 1-inch holes, he inserts 

a flashlight and a piece of tubing goes into the ½-inch hole.  He turns slowly, and he stresses always cutting 

downhill.  He demonstrated using different tools for spindle turning.  He began with a spindle roughing 

gouge and then used a skew.  By changing the angle of the roughing gouge he was able to cut the wood off 

resulting in a smooth surface rather than a rough surface that he got when using basically scraping cut.  He 

reminded us that sand paper is a tool.  He then showed different texturing tools - the Wagner and the Sorby 

tool which has three wheels.  After texturing he set the textured area apart with burn lines.  

 

He also demonstrated using a spindle gouge and cutting beads and coves.  He even used a bowl gouge on 

the spindle.  He also used a chatter tool to texture which should be used only on end grain.  The texturing 

pattern is to be seen rather than felt so he sands it very lightly.         

 

I was unable to stay for the afternoon session because of a prior commitment and in the afternoon,  he was 

to demonstrate the use of the bowl saver and make an ikebana. 

 

He began the afternoon session creating the ikebana.  As this was new for me, I found this interesting and 

left feeling like I will try and turn one.  I had to leave after this portion and am unsure if he showed the bowl 

saver or not.  If not, his next presentation – hint, hint.  His presentation was extremely educational and very 

organized, easy to follow.  (This paragraph added by Beth).  

 

Ric as always was very informative and gave us some very practical and useful information.  
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AUGUST PRESENTERS 

 

Both our presenters this month are long-time members of our organization.  We have so many talented 

turners and it’s awesome to have our knowledge shared.  We can also make contacts with those that can 

help us locally.  

Don Olsen – Morning:  Let’s Talk About Old Turnings & What to do With Them -8/11/18 

 

They don’t have to be designer fire wood.  The morning demo, talk, discussion will be about how & what 

to do with old or unwanted turnings. Interesting pieces can be created with some of the “old” stuff. I’ll show 

images of before & after pieces. And, talk about what I did & what other ideas come from the club members. 

Bring some examples of your old pieces and the new creations. We can all discuss them & learn from each 

other. A discussion among us will be more informative than just listening to me.  

 

This picture is of wall sconces that Don brought to the July meeting to share.  These are maple with walnut 

backs.   

Jim Falowski – Afternoon:  Turning Pens 

 

This demonstration will allow new and seasoned turners that have never turned pens, or who 

haven’t turned in years, the opportunity to learn this project from start to finish.  If 

you thought you can’t help at Extravaganza with the pen turning we do with the 

visitors, your excuse is now GONE.  Jim will share the steps in making a pen and 

you can ask all the questions you need.  Maybe you can do one 

here if you need to try your hand at one with “a mentor”.   

 

Some people think turning pens is boring, but it is a great project 

for new turners to master spindle turning and tool handling with.  

These are the skills that we can introduce to the visitors at Extravaganza; 

it is AWESOME to see people’s faces when they came thinking “I can’t 

do this” to “Wow, I did it!” when finished.  We have gotten new turners 

from Extravaganza as well as had members’ family members getting introduced to what they 

do, etc.   And pens make great “thank you” or “thinking of you” gifts 

that can be shared with teachers, servicemen/women, officers, just 

anyone. 

 

Pens can be turned out of many materials, not just wood.  They are a 

great platform that can lead to other great projects – mini pens, pens 

on necklace, toothpick holder, other small vessels that can hold meds 

or hidden cash, etc.    
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GALLERY 

Gallery  

By Scott Caskey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Don Olsen –  

Spalted water oak 

Gil Millsaps –  

Walnut crotch bowl Gil Millsaps – 

Ambrosia Maple Vase 

Guy Scronce –  

Natural edge bowl 

Don Olsen –  

Persimmon Vase 

Gil Millsaps –  

Cherry burl platter 

Don Olsen –  

Walnut heart and sapwood 

Glenn Weber  –  

Box Elder Roulette 
Guy Scronce –  

Sycamore bowl 

Don Olsen –  

What Happened? 

Persimmon 

Guy Scronce –  

Natural edge bowl - Holly 
Ralph Green –  

Bradford Pear Platter 
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Burr Stoker  - 

Maple Gavel & Striker Plate 
Ken Minyard –  

Tops of Ebony  

Glenn Weber –  

“The Edgar” - Poplar 

Tom Denne –  

Pine/Redheart/Walnut/ 

Yellowheart 

Ralph Green –  

Spalted Maple Cake Plate 

Lyn Walker  –  

Spalted curly big leaf maple 

Tom Denne – 

Maple Basket weave  

plate 

Edgar Ingram – 

Walnut Tom Denne –  

Bowl of Shedua/Blood/ 

Maple/Yellowheart 

TIP: Air Hose Hanger - Courtesy of John Tarpley, Tennessee, from AAW website.  

 

I often use compressed air while turning. I decided to mount a magnetic cup hook to the 

headstock of my lathe and hang the blow gun from it.  I found that the hook had a rather 

weak, rubberized magnet that would not support the weight, so I glued an additional rare 

earth magnet in the cup hook base.  Always within easy reach.  



 

August 2018 

NC Woodturners Page 6 of 8 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER/LIBRARY NEWS  

By Beth Parham/Guy Scronce 

Library 

Books are $.50 per month and DVDs are $1.00 per month.  You may check out multiples.  An 

electronic version as well as a paper version of the library offerings are in the works.  The 

electronic will be sent to all those that get email newsletters.  Feel free to print out at home if you 

want to mark what you have checked out and/or want to check out.   

   

Tim Colvard donated a VCR/DVD copy machine and Guy will work on seeing if the VCRs can be 

transferred.  Thank Guy because this is no small task.   

 

There are new books and DVDs in the library.  Guy can help direct you.   

 

Some DVDs have been found that don’t play well or even maybe missing.  If you find something wrong 

with anything when you have them checked out, please be sure to let Guy know.   

Membership Matters 

Types of Membership and annual pricing.   See me at meetings if you want to 

join or have questions regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership 

entitles you to a 10% discount from Klingspor on all purchases (except wood and 

things with a plug).  

 Regular 

o $50/year – If you do not renew by March 1st of any year, you 

must pay the full $50 membership to ‘rejoin” in the calendar year per the by-laws  

The following prorated price for yearly membership applies to new members.   

 After April 1st - $45.00;  

 After July 1st - $40.00;  

 After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year  

January 1st, the yearly dues goes to $50. 

Special Membership opportunities: 

❖ Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 

❖ Lifetime  $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and 

special name tag 
❖ Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in 

NCW (designed for businesses)  

Newsletter 

• If you do not get your email of the newsletter, always go to the website for the monthly newsletter.  

I post it on the website prior to mailing it out (electronically or paper) so it is available at least one 

week prior to the meeting.   If you are getting the newsletter via mail and get an email, let me know 

the email address.  The electronic version is faster and in full color. 
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PRESENTERS AND TOPICS FOR 2018 

 

 January Ralph Green Christmas Ornaments     

 February Sam McDowell Turning Green Wood 

 March Scott Caskey –  Basics       

  Beth Parham Pyrography      

 April Sam McDowell Hollowing 101  

 May Mike Ziegler Sanding and Finishing    

 June Tom Denne Basket Weave Illusion 

 July Ric Erkes Spindle work; Ikebana vase; tool education   

 August Don Olsen – AM Wall Sconces 

  Jim Falowski – PM Pens     

 September Renhard McLaurin Handles and a burn finish    

 October Morris Schlesinger Threading (AM) 

   Fluting (PM)  

 November Learn ‘N Turn        

 December Christmas Party Market on Main, Hickory, NC  

 

 

MENTORSHIP INFORMATION 

If you are interested in learning new skills, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW members: 
 

 

2018 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OFFICERS 

President Tim Simmons (828) 212-1605 

VP/Program Chair Jeff Campbell (704) 682-6876 

Treasurer Bruce Whipple (828) 584-0890 

Secretary/Journal & Website Editor Beth Parham (828_244 9512 

Librarian Guy Scronce ( 

Symposium Representative / Library Asst Ric Erkes (704) 508-1302 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (3-year terms) 

 Thru 2018 Bob Tate (704) 735-2382 

 Dorothy Green (704) 692-4278 

 Thru 2019 Scott Caskey (704) 735-2382 

 Ralph Green (704) 692-4278 

 Thru 2020 Guy Williamson (704) 435-2423 

 Teresa Ransom (423) 268-0613 

MENTOR & LOCATION CONTACT # MENTOR & LOCATION CONTACT # 

Scott Caskey 

(Iron Station, NC) 
704-735-2382 

Edgar Ingram 

(Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576 

Don Olsen  

(Morganton, NC) 
704-530-6055 

John Melius  

(Mooresville, NC) 
704-995-7257 

Ric Erkes 

 (Mooresville, NC) 
704-508-1302  
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REGULAR MEETING: 
August 11, 2018 

WHEN: Second Saturday of each month 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

 Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop 

856 21st Street Drive SE  

Hickory, NC 28602 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Carolina Woodturners 

c/o Beth Parham 

2154 Frye Avenue 

Hickory, NC  28602 


