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I hope to see you all the second Saturday of
February as we have our very own Sam
McDowell demonstrating on turning green
wood and design/layout ideas.
So, until then stay safe and turn something
useful...... thanks
Tim

The AAW is dedicated to the advancement of woodturning by providing
education, information, organization, technical assistance, and publications
relating to woodturning. The North Carolina Woodturners Association
purpose is to promote an interest in woodturning for persons of all levels, and
to encourage membership in, and give support to, the American Association of
Woodturners.
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2018 CHALLENGE PROJECTS
Please turn items that can be donated to organizations as fund raisers (Lions’ Club, private schools,
organizations that are helping those in need), sent to troops serving our country and protecting us, children
fighting illnesses, etc., so we can have a positive impact on others.

PICTURES
No gallery or challenge photos – Scott was out sick, and I had to leave to take care of Gene and an adverse
reaction to medications.

JANUARY – RALPH GREEN
By Ron Davis
Ralph Green was our demonstrator for our first meeting of the new year. Ralph and his wife, Dot, have been
members of the club for about three years and are very active members. They live in Lincolnton or thereabouts
- east, west, etc. They have owned a motorcycle shop which is for sale so that he can buy more woodturning
equipment and devote more time to woodturning.
Ralph turned some in his freshman year of high school which was a long while ago and he began turning again
about three years ago and this was his first demonstration.
His demo was on turning a spiral fluted Christmas tree ornament. He started with a 2.5” X 2.5”
X 6-inch blank. After mounting between centers and turning it round, he used a pencil to mark
off 6 or so even sections on the length of the blank from top to bottom. He then drew a line at
an angle creating a spiral going from one section to the next. He used an Arbor Tech tool to
carve out the angled line to create the flute. At home he would normally drill out the inside of
the blank with a Forstner bit before carving the flute. In the demo he used an Easy tool to hollow
out the blank. He uses an Arbor Tech tool because he has burned up 2 or 3 Merlin carving tools
in the process of carving the flutes. He used a rotary rasp to clean up his cuts and reverted to
the Merlin tool for his final sanding.
Once Ralph got down to business, he was all business. He turned and talked very little. The turning tools and
the lathe did the work. It was an excellent demonstration - to the point and on the money, and he finished
before noon. I live an hour’s drive away and I got to get home and have lunch with my wife. Good demo and
good timing. Thanks Ralph.

Ralph - I want this
one!!
This one's Dorothy's!!

February 2018
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FEBRUARY – TURNING GREEN
By Sam McDowell
This month I will be demonstrating the basics of turning green wood. Turning bowls
out of green or fresh cut wood is where most of us start. Some basic understanding
will help you get started towards a good result. I will start with a little ground school
about the way green acts and why we need to pay attention to symmetry and how the
wood will warp.
I will be showing a logical progression of shaping the bowl with a lot of emphasis on
different cuts with the bowl gouge. I hope to make a bowl from start to finish, ready
for sanding.
In the afternoon session I plan to get into more design features like legs and
proportions as well as reverse turning and curing. (I’m tired just thinking about it)
I hope you will join us.
Sam McDowell
704-881-2125 and sjmcd@att.net

2018 PRESENTERS/TOPICS
Presenter

Topic / Demonstration

January

Ralph Green

Christmas Ornament

February

Sam McDowell

Turning Green Wood

March

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER/LIBRARY NEWS
By Beth Parham/Guy Scronce
Library
Thanks to Guy for taking over the library. That’s a great help to me.
Books are $.50 per month and DVDs are $1.00 per month. You may check out multiples.
An electronic version as well as a paper version of the library offerings will be available.
The electronic will be sent to all those that get email newsletters. Feel free to print out at
home if you want to mark what you have checked out and/or want to check out.
Some DVDs have been found that don’t play well or even maybe missing. If you find something wrong with
anything when you have them checked out, please be sure to let Guy or I know. Please check in and out
materials at the beginning of the. That will make things so much simpler for everyone.
Membership Matters
Types of Membership and annual pricing. See me at meetings if you want to join or
have questions regarding membership. Also, remember that membership entitles you
to a 10% discount from Klingspor on all purchases (except wood and things with a
plug).
February 2018
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 Regular
o $50/year – If you do not renew by March 1st of any year, you must pay the full $50
membership to ‘rejoin” in the calendar year per the by-laws
The following prorated price for yearly membership applies to new members.
 After April 1st - $45.00;
 After July 1st - $40.00;
 After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year
January 1st, the yearly dues goes to $50.
Special Membership opportunities:
❖ Centurion
❖ Lifetime
❖ Benefactor

$100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund. Includes special nametag.)
$600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund. Includes membership for life and
special name tag
$1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund. Includes honorary membership in
NCW (designed for businesses)

Newsletter
Please provide feedback about the newsletter – things you enjoy, things you’d like to have included, things
you’d like changed. Doing the newsletter monthly is time consuming so I want to be sure the content is of
interested to the readers.
If you do not get your email of the newsletter, always go to the website for the monthly newsletter. I post it
on the website prior to mailing it out (electronically or paper) so it is available at least one week prior to the
meeting.
If you are getting the newsletter via mail and get an email, let me know the email address. The electronic
version is faster and in full color.

TIPS
The Profiles Used in Turning Spindles
The Four Tools Needed to Turn Any Spindle Profile
By Chris Baylor https://www.thespruce.com/the-profiles-used-in-turning-spindles-3536934 (Updated 04/23/17)

Various Woodturning Profiles. (c) 2010 Chris
Baylor
In woodturning, there are only a handful of basic
profiles a woodturner would commonly cut when
turning spindles on a wood lathe. There are just four
different types of tools one would need to cut these
shapes: the roughing gouge, spindle gouge, skew
chisel and parting tool.
As displayed in the labeled image on this page,
these basic shapes include:
February 2018
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Fillet - a fillet is a square cut into the wood stock like a rabbet or a dado. In many cases, a fillet may be
cut to use as a tenon in a mortise and tenon joint. The most common tool for cutting a narrow fillet is a
parting tool, as the width of the fillet would match the width of the parting tool. Wider fillets could be
cut using a parting tool in multiple passes.



Cove - A cove is a rounded concave groove or well cut out of the face of the turning. The width and
depth of the cove cut would vary depending on the requirements of the turning, but in almost all cases,
a roughing gouge would likely be the tool of choice for rough cutting and then rounding out the cove
into the smooth, final arc.



V-Cut - As the name implies, a V-cut is a groove cut into the shape of a V. This type of cut takes some
patience and some practice, as it would be cut using a skew chisel to provide the two flat sides of the
V. For a large V-cut, a roughing gouge or smaller spindle gouge might be used to remove most of the
material before the final V would be cut using the skew chisel.



Bead - A bead cut is the opposite of a cove cut, in that it is a convex cut with the protruding arc curving
away from the center of the spindle rather than toward the center. This is one of the more challenging
cuts to learn, as it requires patience and practice, as you'll essentially be cutting the opposite of the
natural curve of the roughing or spindle gouge. Using a parting tool to cut the depths of the bead one
either side and then rounding using one of the gouges is typically the best approach.



Ogee - An ogee is an S-shaped curve that contains both a swell and a dip. As with the bead, it's best to
define the outlines of the ogee with a parting tool before forming the shape with a gouge.



Swell - a swell is a very large outwardly-protruding curve, much like a very wide bead. Again, the
shaping of this curve will be done with a roughing gouge.



Hollow - A hollow cut (not shown in the image) is the opposite of a swell, with the center of the arc
protruding inward. Use a roughing gouge to shape this curve in the turning as well.



Flat - A flat cut is, as the name implies, a flat cut parallel to the center of the spindle. This can be cut
much like a fillet, but in many cases, this is the most outwardly protruding portion of the turning and
simply roughing the blank to the position of the flat cut will create this feature without any additional
effort.

Of course, there are a considerable number of variations on these basic shapes. For instance, the radius of a cove
cut might vary depending on the desired profile. To create coves of different depths and widths, the woodturner
would likely choose to employ different widths of spindle gouges, as a spindle gouge cannot cut a narrower cove
than the width of the tool. A narrow spindle gouge can be used to cut a wide cove (if the woodturner has the
requisite skill level), but a wide spindle gouge cannot be used to cut a narrow cove (as it simply won't fit into the
narrow area).
Bowl Turning Tips & Tricks
By Ed Pretty (https://www.craftsy.com/blog/2014/06/bowl-turning/)
Turning a bowl can be a challenge no matter what your level of expertise, but as long as you set reasonable
goals, you will gain skills and achieve that sense of satisfaction you are seeking rather than a great sense of
frustration. Let’s look at some ways of keeping your goals reasonable but still challenging so that your skills
improve each time you step up to the lathe.
February 2018
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DESIGN IMPACTS DIFFICULTY
After many years in two guilds, I have watched a lot of new turners start out on their journey. It’s safe to say
that to a person, their first design is usually the hardest you can imagine: flat bottom, large base and straight
sides, just like the turning blank they started with. This shape appears very heavy but worst of all, the sharp
turn at the bottom and the flat bottom spell disaster right away. The shank of the tool binds on the rim when
turning the tight corner at the bottom, causing the bevel to come off the work and catch. And flat bottoms are
just pain hard to do. Instead of maximizing the volume, you will gradually learn to maximize the form
within, as in the simple yet elegant bowl below.
When teaching, I always start students off with smaller bowls with a shallow arc, not
much deeper than a platter. The curve is easier to turn than a flat bottom and by its nature,
has a light, satisfying appearance. As you gain tool control and confidence, make your
bowls gradually deeper and deeper.
It’s a personal choice, but bowls with re-curved sides are the most pleasing to me. The
rim casts a shadow on the inside, giving it a deeper appearance and prompting the
viewer to look inside the bowl. It’s also a bear to turn without a very steep angle on the
gouge to facilitate the turn from side to bottom. Your confidence level will tell you
know when it’s time to tackle something like this.
A TIPS ON BOWL TURNING TO HELP YOU ON YOUR WAY:
• Start by considering the foot to be about 1/3 of the overall diameter — that gives it a light look but if
you need a bit more for stability, go for a bit wider foot, remembering that at some point it will look
“clunky.”
• The curve of the bowl should appear to converge above or just below the table surface to make it
appear light. Steeper sides that appear to converge well below the table give the bowl a very heavy
look. They’re also hard top pick up.
• The rim can take any form, but if undecided, a flattish rim often looks nice if it is about 90 degrees to
the inside curve at the rim.
• Less is usually more. Use the K.I.S.S approach when considering decoration. Features like lines or
beads look nice with one or two only. If more, stick to odd numbers.
• A thicker wall near the bottom adds stability and heft in the right place. There is no rule that says the
wall thickness has to be exactly the same all the way, nor does it have to be whisper thin. Other
woodturners are the only ones who might be impressed by that. A bowl should feel “right.” Too light
can make it feel too fragile.
A FEW TIPS AND TRICKS TO MAKE THINGS EASIER
• ALWAYS use sharp tools and tools adequate for the job. A 1/2″ gouge is
too small for the reach needed for deep bowls. Bigger bowls need bigger
gouges.
• Drill a 1/4″ hole to the finished depth before starting the inside. This is
your “bottom indicator” and also removes the wood in the very center,
which is difficult to turn.
• When turning the inside of a larger bowl, it’s a good idea to turn it in stages
for stability (usually 2 or 3). Rather than hollowing the whole bowl, do the top half or third, leaving wood
in the center to support the bowl. Once finished that portion, move on to the rest. Do not go back once
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you’ve moved on because the bowl will no longer be round in the first section. Clean up any “steps” with
a light shear scrape.
•
Always sharpen or hone your gouge
before you make your finish cut. Make that a
slow, fine cut to avoid tear out.
•
The path of your gouge does not have to
go from rim to center in a straight line. Often
by sweeping the gouge up above center then
tracking it back down to end at the center you can get around a tough
transition from side to bottom if you don’t have a second gouge with a steeper grind.
• This is possibly the most valuable tip: When starting your hollowing cuts, the flute of the
gouge must face the center of the bowl. If the cutting edge at the tip of the gouge is not perpendicular,
it will run in the direction of the angle of the cutting edge — typically toward the outside, ruining the
rim. Once it has entered the cut, you can rotate it to the ideal cutting angle.

2018 OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS
Officers of NC Woodturners – 2018
President

Tim Simmons

(828) 726-1599

VP/Program Chair

Jeff Campbell

(704) 682-6876

Treasurer

Bruce Whipple

(828) 584-0890

Secretary/Journal & Website Editor

Beth Parham

(828) 244-9512

Symposium Representative

Ric Erkes

(704) 508-1302

Librarian and Assistant

Guy Scronce

Board of Directors / NC Woodturners
Last year of 3-year term (thru 2018)

2nd year of 3-year term (thru 2019)

1st year of 3-year term: (thru 2020)

Bob Tate

(704) 735-2382

Dorothy Green

(704) 692-4278

Scott Caskey

(704) 735-2382

Ralph Green

(704) 692-4278

Guy Williamson

(704) 435-2423

Teresa Ransom

(423) 268-0613

MENTORSHIP INFORMATION
If you are interested in learning new skills, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW members:
MENTOR & LOCATION
Scott Caskey
(Iron Station, NC)
Don Olsen

(Morganton, NC)

CONTACT #
704-735-2382
704-530-6055

MENTOR & LOCATION
Edgar Ingram
(Statesville, NC)
John Melius

February 2018

(Mooresville, NC)

CONTACT #
704-876-4576
704-995-7257
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NEXT REGULAR MEETING:
February 10, 2018
WHEN: Second Saturday of each month
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
856 21st Street Drive SE
Hickory, NC 28602

North Carolina Woodturners
c/o Beth Parham
2154 Frye Avenue
Hickory, NC 28602

February 2018

