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President’s Message  

Newsletter 10 of 24 

I hope everyone is enjoying these nice summer 

temperatures in fall.  Well, if you missed the last 

meeting you missed a treat.  Our club’s very own 

presented pyrography adding an artistic detail to some 

turning or other objects.  Then Scott demoed the second 

most important skill to wood turning – the basics of 

sharpening using different types of sharpening jigs and 

machines.     

Just a friendly reminder: our biggest club activity is just 

around the corner.  You ask what you can do to support 

and grow our club; here is your chance.  We will be 

turning single blank pens again this year at the 

Klingspor Woodworking Extravaganza.    We need 

people to setup, register people, mentor the turning 

process, assemble pens, and clean up on Friday and 

Saturday.  This activity truly takes a team to 

accomplish; we have lathes, tools, and supplies already. 

Don't forget the NC woodturning symposium is also 

coming up first of November.     

Last but not least, Bob Baucom will be demoing lantern 

ornaments and small bowl turning at our club 

meeting.     

Stay safe and turn something useful.  See you at the 

club meeting the second Saturday in October.  TIM 
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2017 Presenters/Topics  

 

 Presenter Topic / Demonstration 

January Sam McDowell Design and Structural Problems 

February Scarlette Rouse Three-winged box 

March Tom Denne Segmenting – the ‘mystery’ revealed (Tom’s method) 

April Ric Erkes Tips and Tricks (should be very enlightening).  

May Bob Moffett Turning a wide rim bowl and using Lichtenberg Fractal woodburner on 

the rim.  Will also show how to make the woodburner 

June Jerry Measimer Finishing and texturing 

July Learn ‘N Turn and 

“sell” of tools, etc. 

Chance to help others improve their skills; everyone wanting to sell will 

pay $10/table  

August Michael McNeilly Finials (and spirals), segmented Christmas ornaments; bird house 

ornaments 

September Scott Caskey 

Beth Parham 

AM – Turning/Sharpening – various methods 

PM – Pyrography – beginning information and more 

October Bob Baucom 

AM - Lantern ornament turning 

PM - turning small bowl with “Ride the Rainbow” cut and texturing in 

 afternoon 

November Tony Bradley 

Any member can help  

Fluting and beading 

Learn & Turn – after demonstration 

December CHRISTMAS PARTY @ Market on Main, Hickory, NC 

 

2017 Challenge Projects 
 

 Project Description & references 

Jan Trembleur  http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=63 

Feb Spheres http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=71 

Mar  Eggs http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=35  

April Natural edge Mushrooms http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=54   

May Square edged bowls/platters http://www.instructables.com/id/A-Square-Bowl/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXBTzDr3ylU 

June Non-kit Letter openers http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=92  

July Acrylics Turn something out of acrylic/or use Acrylics with your turning 

http://www.alumilite.com/ 

Aug Copy it.  (no bowls) Copy an object you have around the house or shop; bring both objects 

Sept Miniatures http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=52 

Oct Boxes http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=13 

Nov Fruit http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=39 

Dec Ornament Swap Bring one to party if your spouse wants to participate in the annual swap.  

 

  

http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=63
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=71
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=35
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=54
http://www.instructables.com/id/A-Square-Bowl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXBTzDr3ylU
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=92
http://www.alumilite.com/
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=52
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=13
http://www.woodturningonline.com/Turning/Turning_projects.php?catid=39
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October Meeting – Bob Baucom  

October’s meeting will have Bob Baucom joining us again.  Bob was born and grew up in North Carolina. He  

was first connected with woodturning while in Jr. High; from that time he he wanted to wood 

turn as a hobby. After doing his graduate work at UNC-Chapel Hill he started a business and 

found other wood turning friends. He lives in Chapel Hill, NC with his wife Becky. Bob has 

been a member of the North Carolina Woodturners' Guild and is a founding member of the 

Chapel Hill Woodturners Club of AAW. Bob has demonstrated at the North Carolina 

Woodturner's Symposium, John C. Campbell and many woodturning clubs. He teaches an 

ornaments class at John C. Campbell. His Hot Air Balloon Ornament article is in the AAW 

Journal September 2013 issue. Bob enjoys trying new ideas, solving problems and sharing information. 

Bob will be sharing lantern ornament turning in the morning and turning small bowl with “Ride the Rainbow” cut 

and texturing in afternoon  

September Meeting – Double Whammy 

September’s meeting Today's meeting was a little different because we had two different demonstrators.  Both 

are members of our club and both have been very active in the leadership of the club.  Scott Caskey 

demonstrated sharpening and Beth Parham demonstrated pyrography or wood burning.  Because of Hurricane 

Irma everything was done in the morning so that we finished at lunch.  Scott is our resident photographer so 

you see his handiwork with every newsletter.  Beth is our secretary and newsletter editor and whatever else we 

need to have done.  She is actually a woodcarver and wood burner and a "Beth-come-lately" to 

woodturning.  She and her husband, Gene, were artists in residence for a week last month in Blowing Rock. 

Beth went first and explained pens and tips.  She showed a Colwood and Razertip burners which allow one to 

regulate the temperature of the burning tip.  She also explained inexpensive wood burning pens that come with 

4-5 tips which take a long time to heat up and to cool down.  She explained different wood on which to burn - 

bass wood, aspen, Tupelo, etc. - yet any wood is capable of burning.  She also talked about burning on leather 

and paper - water color paper.  She 

uses both fixed tip and 

interchangeable tip pens. 

She began burning with the pen set on 

a 4 setting which is what she normally 

uses for bird feather.  One should use 

a “touch and go” approach so that the 

pen is moving before the beginning of the stroke and moving at the end of the stroke.  One does not have to 

use a special wood burning fan to keep the smoke away from you but one can use an inexpensive fan and turn 

it so that it blows away and it will suck the smoke away.  Because she burns at low temperatures she is seldom 

bothered with smoke but smoke is very dangerous for one’s lungs.  (Molly Winton, a well-known turner who 

embellishes her work by burning, has stopped her work because of lung problems from her burning and 

woodturning and has moved to pottery).  Wearing a mask, using a fan, even using a respirator, is very important 

to protect one’s lungs.  She also suggested a leather apron to avoid burning clothing. 



Page 4 of 12 North Carolina WOODTURNERS 

September 2017 Issue 

She sprays burnings with Krylon Matte 1311 finish which makes the burning clearer and brighter – “pops the 

burning”.  She uses a tilting lazy Susan small table on which to burn.  She wipes the tip on a piece of denim to 

clean the tip of residue to keep the tip clean because residue will interfere with the heat.  She also uses a tea 

strainer or really fine sand paper to strop the point. 

She uses stick and peel paper and copies images on it to place on the wood and burn the image into the 

wood.  She also uses transfer paper and not carbon paper to transfer images.  One can use 91% isopropyl 

alcohol to remove overburn color from the wood burning. 

Scott began by talking about sharpening a bowl gouge.  He had Wolverine sharpening system, a Tormek and 

a Sorby belt sanding sharpening system set up.  First, he showed how to shape a traditional grind bowl gouge 

to a fingernail grind.  He began by grinding the bottom of the front of the tool at the angle that he wanted.  He 

shaped the top by free hand grinding off the ears by turning the tool upside down and grinding a swept back 

angle.  Then again using their flat sharpening table, he shaped the sides of the tool with the swept back grind 

by freehand, doing first one side and then the other, by sweeping the tool from side to side and turning at the 

same time.  He then used the bowl gouge jig for the Wolverine system to put a finished cutting edge on the 

tool.  The grinding wheel spins at 1725 rpms.  He suggested using a sharpie to color the bevel so that one can 

see where the wheel is removing metal.  By turning the wheel by hand, one can see a shiny spot on the tool 

that shows where the grinding wheel is coming in contact with the bevel of the tool.  He also suggested wearing 

goggles when using both the sharpening wheel or the Sorby system.   

Additionally, he explained the different steels that are used in turning tools.  High speed steel is the most 

traditional which is a good steel.  Sorby tools are traditional high-speed steel.  Cryo and powdered steel holds 

an edge about three times longer.  Crown makes a Cryo tool which Klingspor sells without handles.  Cobalt 

tools are between the high steel and the powdered metal.  

He then used a Tormek system which turns at 90 rpms which is a much slower approach and takes much longer. 

First, he used the wheel and then the leather strop wheel with a white diamond compound on it for a final 

stropping. 

He also sharpened a skew on both the Wolverine and the Tormek system.  Watching him use the Tormek was 

like watching paint dry.  He prefers the Tormek over the Wolverine.  Why?  I'll never know!  It was soooo 

sloooow. 

For a spindle gouge he used the same set up as for the bowl gouge. 

Thanks Beth and Scott. 

Woodturners Guide to Tool Steel 

Information shared by Scott Caskey 

“I’m going to explain the differences in the tool still from the 2 main suppliers. Robert Sorby and Crown 

Tools.  The basic principles are the same for others but may be slightly different. 

1) Standard high-speed steel – Good cutting and shaping properties, has a fine cutting edge (Very sharp) 
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2) Powder metal (PM)- Great edge retention (about 3X as long as standard high-speed steel) but not as fine 

of a cut.  Edge is more jagged – great for roughing out and on dirty wood.  

3) Cobalt – it is in between the standard high-speed steel and the PM tools the edge is finer than PM but 

does not hold as long as PM.  

4) Cryo – this is a PM tool that has been super cooled to realign the grain structure of the metal.  You have 

the best of the high-speed steel and PM tools in one… an edge that is fine as standard high-speed steel 

and an edge that will last as long as standard PM.  This is still easy to sharpen. 

Carbide Depot, Inc. 
1474 Pettyjohn Road 

Bessemer, AL  35022   USA 

Toll Free: (800) 786-6921 
Phone: (205) 942-6005 

Fax: (205) 942-2896 
E-mail: sales@carbidedepot.com 

http://www.carbidedepot.com/Wood-Turning.aspx 

   ROUND: RCGT - FX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership/Newsletter/Library News  

By Beth Parham 

LIBRARY 

Books are $.50 per month and DVDs are $1.00 per month.  You may check out multiples.  We are working on 

an electronic version as well as a paper version of the library offerings 

to have available.  The electronic will be sent to all those that get email 

newsletters.  Feel free to print out at home if you want to mark what 

you have checked out and/or want to check out.  The less I must print 

out, the cheaper it is for the club’s funds.   

Some DVDs have been found that don’t play well or even maybe 

missing.  If you find something wrong with anything when you have 

them checked out, please be sure to let Guy or I know.  Please check in and out materials at the beginning of 

the.  That will make things so much simpler for everyone.   

part# 

D 

mm in 

RCGT0803M0 FX 

CU313 8,00 0.315 

RCGT10T3M0 FX 

CU313 10,00 0.394 

RCGT1204M0 FX 

CU313 12,00 0.472 

tel:+18007866921
tel:2059426005
mailto:sales@carbidedepot.com
http://www.carbidedepot.com/Wood-Turning.aspx
http://www.carbidedepot.com/RCGT0803M0FX-CU313-P151057.aspx
http://www.carbidedepot.com/RCGT0803M0FX-CU313-P151057.aspx
http://www.carbidedepot.com/RCGT10T3M0FX-CU313-P151058.aspx
http://www.carbidedepot.com/RCGT10T3M0FX-CU313-P151058.aspx
http://www.carbidedepot.com/RCGT1204M0FX-CU313-P151059.aspx
http://www.carbidedepot.com/RCGT1204M0FX-CU313-P151059.aspx
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As always, let me know if there are any new DVDs or books that you may be aware of that would be an asset 

to the library.   

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Types of Membership and annual pricing.   See me at meetings if you want to join or have questions 

regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership entitles you to a 10% 

discount from Klingspor on all purchases (except wood and things with a plug).  

❖ Regular 

▪ $50/year –  

o The following prorated price for yearly membership applies to new members.   

▪ After April 1st - $45.00;  

▪ After July 1st - $40.00;  

o After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year  

o If you do not renew by March 1st of any year, you must pay the full $50 membership to 

‘rejoin” in the calendar year per the by-laws  

❖ Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 

❖ Lifetime  $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and 

special name tag 
❖ Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in 

NCW (designed for businesses)  

WEBSITE/ON-LINE 

I am gradually updating the website – quite an ongoing and major ordeal. Please let me know how you feel 

about the changes I’m incorporating. – http://www.ncwoodturners.com/.  I want to generate an online gallery 

that will “slideshow” challenge and especially gallery items each month.  Other suggestions you’d like included 

in our website would be welcomed.   

NEWSLETTER 

If there are topics you’d like included in the newsletter please let me know.  I tend to put “new 

turner” information in because that’s where I feel I am and information that helps me.  But 

this is your newsletter and I want to incorporate what you want in it.   

Again, if you are getting the newsletter via mail and get an email, be sure to let me know of the 

email address.  The electronic version is faster and in full color. 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

Membership directory will be available at the October meeting.  It will be printed in black and white; there 

will be no photos in this version.   

AAW MEMBERSHIP (OVERVIEW) 

Your membership is important to us and we hope you'll join/renew your AAW membership 

today. You can go to the AAW website www.woodturner.org  or by call toll-free (U.S.) at 877-595-9094, M-

F, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. central time. 

 

The AAW will help you continue to learn to turn your way. We strive to deliver the publications and 

services that you need to grow, connect, explore, and thrive in the areas of woodturning that are important to 

you.  

 

http://www.ncwoodturners.com/
http://www.woodturner.org/
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AAW membership is much more than a subscription to American Woodturner journal. When you’re an 

AAW member, you have access to the largest collection of woodturning information anywhere in the world 

including a variety of services, website tools, grant opportunities and specialty programming. You can 

review a complete list of AAW's member benefits here. Below are just a few of the many benefits of AAW 

membership. 

• New - AAW Explore! is an online tool to help members locate woodturning projects, articles, tips, 

and more! To quickly and easily search our collection of over 2,500 items and counting, click here. 

•  New - AAW Video Source, is an online tool that offers access to useful woodturning videos pre-

screened by the AAW for quality and safety. To find videos that are searchable by topic area and 

keywords, click here. 

•  American Woodturner journal, six issues annually, each packed with feature articles, projects, 

photos, tips, techniques, and news. Members have access to archive of all past American 

Woodturner issues dating back to 1986. The journal is available in print, pdf, digital desktop,  and 

via App. 

•  Woodturning FUNdamentals, Four digital issues annually loaded with projects, techniques, tips, 

videos, and information to build essential woodturning skills, as well as an online archive of past 

issues. 

We are eager to support you in your woodturning endeavors. If you have questions, comments, or other 

thoughts to share about your membership, please contact us by phone at 651-484-9094 or toll-free (U.S.) at 

877-595-9094,  M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. central time, or by email at memberservices@woodturner.org. 

  

Phil McDonald 

Executive Director 

 

2017 – Symposium in Greensboro 

 

Go to the website,  http://www.northcarolinawoodturning.com/ for details on 

presenters and schedule for the Symposium to be held in Greensboro, NC, 

November 3-5, 2017.  Members are needed to “man” the NC Woodturners 

room and run the camera.  Contact Ric Erkes or Sam McDowell for 

specifics and scheduling your time.   

 

Upcoming Office/Director Needs 

By Beth Parham 

At this point of our year, please consider serving your club in any capacity you can accommodate.  There will be two 

directors’ positions coming open; Gene Parham and Dan Greaser will rotate off as directors.   Additionally, we need 

someone to take Vice President position.  Bruce Whipple and I will continue in our slots – treasurer and secretary 

respectively.  Tim Simmons will begin the 2nd year of his two-year term.  Please let any office or board of director 

know of where you can help our organization.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=https%3A%2F%2Faaw%2Esite%2Dym%2Ecom%2F%3Fpage%3DMemberBenefits
http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=https%3A%2F%2Faaw%2Esite%2Dym%2Ecom%2F%3Fpage%3DMemberBenefits
http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewoodturner%2Eorg%2F%3Fpage%3DAAWContentSource
http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Faawvideosource%2Eorg%2Fphp%2Fvideo%5Fdetail%5Fview%2Ephp
http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewoodturner%2Eorg%2Fdefault%2Easp%3Fpage%3DCurrentIssueJournal
http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewoodturner%2Eorg%2Fresource%2Fresmgr%2FAAWApp%2FAppInstructions20151201%2Epdf
http://www.woodturner.org/link.asp?e=rssgrant1@charter.net&type=n&job=18045074&ymlink=143397456&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewoodturner%2Eorg%2F%3Fpage%3DFUNdamentalsRes
mailto:memberservices@woodturner.org?subject=Membership
http://www.northcarolinawoodturning.com/
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Mentorship Information 

If you are interested in learning new skills, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW members: 

Additionally, if you are wanting to mentor and help new turners learn this art form we all love and are addicted to, please 

let me know if you want to be added to this Mentorship Information.   

Challenge Project – Miniatures 

The Pen is used to give size reference for the miniature turnings.  (Can’t locate images that I had entered turner information and 

cannot locate cards.  Will be glad to add information to the online version of the newsletter and to challenge/gallery image online 

files if you will email me or give me information at the October meeting.  Sorry.) 

Scott Caskey 

(Iron Station, NC) 
704-735-2382 

Edgar Ingram 

(Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576 

Don Olsen  

(Morganton, NC) 
704-530-6055 

John Melius  

(Mooresville, NC) 
704-995-7257 
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Gallery  
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I know some of the turners that shared items were Ric Erkes (the two vessels directly above), Don Olsen, Edgar Ingram and the 

others I’m not sure of so I won’t list more names here in fear of misnaming works.  Again, I will be glad to update our online items 

with the correct turners and information regarding your works if you will email me or give me information at the meeting in 

October.  I will have a newsletter copy on the check-in table and you can enter information yourself of tell me and I’ll note it so I 

can correct.   

Woodturning Tips of the Day 

Tips courtesy of https://www.woodturningonline.com site.   

Remounting on glue block 

I've found that putting a small nail dead center on a piece to line up with dead center of a glue block works 

great, just don't forget it's there when parting off. I find this is easier than trying to match up with a circle. 

Turning Bowls 

A common misconception is that wooden bowls are turned from the heart of trees - and that looking down 

into their center, the annual rings should splay outward in concentric circles, as the sawed-off trunk of the 

tree would look. Bowls turned in this manner will probably spit, crack and warp. Fine wooden bowls are 

generally turned with the grain running lengthwise, from stock taken from the outside edges of large trees, 

with the grain running across the bowl. To see the annual rings, you'd look at one side of the bowl rather than 

the center. 

https://www.woodturningonline.com/
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Making a Board Game on the lathe - Quarto 

by Keith Larrett 

In this photo tutorial, Keith Larrett shows us how to make the Quarto board game. In this project, Keith does 

more than just create the game board; he also creates the game pieces and the box to hold it all. The top of 

the box is the game board. This is extremely clever and Keith's design could be applied to many other 

games!   For details, check out Keith’s website:  http://keithlarrett.com/2009/07/26/making-a-board-game-

on-the-lathe/ .    

Practice, practice, practice 

It takes years to become an expert woodturner. Standing in front of a lathe, all day, every day, for 20 years 

would be a good start. Others may be faster than that, but most of the real experts have a lot of gray hair. 

Take Care of your Tool Rest 

The tool rest is the surface on which all the turning tools must glide along. If that surface is not smooth, it is 

hard to create a smooth surface on the wood. Taking care of the tool rest is one of the simplest techniques 

that will help improve woodturning. 

Learning Woodturning 

Continue being challenged to learn new things. One year's experience repeated ten (10) times is not the same 

as having ten (10) years of experience. 

Dust sticking to Face Shield 

Use dryer sheets to remove the static electricity build-up that can happen on the plastic of your Face Shield. 

Then use microfiber cloths to remove any future dust build up. 

2017 Officers and Board of Directors  

 

  
Board of Directors / NC Woodturners 

Last year of 3-year term (thru 2017) 
Gene Parham (828) 294-4001 

Dan Greaser (704) 325-0222 

2nd year of 3-year term (thru 2018) 
Bob Tate (704) 735-2382 

Dorothy Green (704) 692-4278 

1st year of 3-year term: (thru 2019) 
Scott Caskey (704) 735-2382 

Ralph Green (704) 692-4278 

Officers of NC Woodturners – 2016 

President Tim Simmons (828) 726-1599 

VP/Program Chair Jerry Long (704) 437-2188 

Treasurer Bruce Whipple (828) 584-0890 

Secretary/Journal & Website Editor Beth Parham (828) 244-9512 

http://keithlarrett.com/2009/07/26/making-a-board-game-on-the-lathe/
http://keithlarrett.com/2009/07/26/making-a-board-game-on-the-lathe/
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NEXT REGULAR MEETING: 

October 14, 2017  

WHEN: Second Saturday of each month 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

LOCATION Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop 

856 21st Street Drive SE 

Hickory, NC 28602 
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2154 Frye Avenue 
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