
 

The AAW is dedicated to the advancement of woodturning by providing 

education, information, organization, technical assistance, and publications 

relating to woodturning.  The North Carolina Woodturners Association 

purpose is to promote an interest in woodturning for persons of all levels, and 

to encourage membership in, and give support to, the American Association of 

Woodturners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE  

Newsletter 16 of 24.......       

 

Wow April already....   

 

First, I would like to say THANK YOU to all whom 

have stepped up to demonstrate and those that have 

volunteered to demonstrate in the near future.  There 

are just a few slots left in 2018 and many available in 

2019.     

 

We had a request for pen turning, so if anyone is a 

resident expert on pens here is your chance, I will not 

call any names on this one yet....     

 

I have also had a request for the club wide yard sale, so 

start your spring cleaning projects now ï date is TBD.   

 

I would like to challenge everyone to turn the largest, 

lightest, and most colorful Easter egg possible.  Then 

bring them to the next club meeting to display on our 

gallery table.  See you the second Saturday in April, 

until then stay safe and keep turning. 

Tim 
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2018 CHALLENGE  PROJECTS 

 Remember who we want to remember for what they do and what they are going through.  TURN CHALLENGE 

PIECES to donate. 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP FORMER MEMBERôS FAMILY  

 

One of our former members, Jim Murray, passed away last year and his wife is now ready to dispose of his tools. 

Mike McNeilly is helping get the information to our club and a couple of other clubs on behalf of the family.   

 

The sale is Saturday, May 5th, 2018, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. The address is 132 Tennessee Circle, Mooresville, 

NC.  Included in the sale are:  

¶ Craftsman table saw,  

¶ Grizzly 16" lathe,  

¶ floor model drill press,  

¶ many hand held power tools, power and hand carving tools, and  

¶ many, many carving cutters and bits.  

 

The sale is cash only and limited to Western Piedmont Woodcrafters, NCW, and Statesville carving club. Members 

may bring a friend.  

 

MENTORSHIP INFORMATI ON 

If you are interested in learning new skills, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW members: 
 

APRIL IS AWARENESS M ONTH FOR:  
I used blue color this month for Autism awareness  

MENTOR & LOCATION CONTACT # MENTOR & LOCATION CONTACT # 

Scott Caskey 

(Iron Station, NC) 
704-735-2382 

Edgar Ingram 

(Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576 

Don Olsen  

(Morganton, NC) 
704-530-6055 

John Melius  

(Mooresville, NC) 
704-995-7257 

Ric Erkes 

 (Mooresville, NC) 
704-508-1302  
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PICTURES 

Gallery  

By Beth Parham 

 

With no cards out for challenge/gallery I have not put names under these; I know who did some but not all so I 

opted for this choice. 
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The stars glow in the dark.  The 

picture does not do it justice.  

Cool effect. 
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MARCH ï SCOTT CASKEY  & TURN óN LEA RN 

By Ron Davis 

 

Scott is a long-time member of the club.  He is usually running around during club meetings taking pictures of the 

items that club member bring in for the gallery.  When not taking pictures, he is heckling our presenters.  

 

He demonstrated turning a Rude Osolnik candlestick.  Rude Osolnik is the father of modern 

woodturning who taught at Berea College in Kentucky.  After mounting the blank between 

centers using a Steb drive center, he used a skew to round off the corners of the blank.  He 

then used a Bedan tool to cut a tenon on each end to be able to mount the blank in a 

chuck.  After mounting in the chuck, he used a Forstner bit to drill a hole for the candle.  He 

drilled only as deep as the head on the Forstner bit.  He then turned the blank around and 

drilled the bottom with the Forstner bit the entire length of the bit to create a chamber for 

adding BBs for weighting the bottom.  He then was supposed to turn the blank around again 

and mount it between cone center on both the bottom and the top.  He forgot. Itôs important to 

know which end it which when turning.  He used a roughing gouge to taper the candle 

sticks.  He sands it while on the lathe.  (Scott's church had a tree that died, and he turned over 

20 Osolnik candlesticks to be used at Christmas and another set to be used for communion 

services.) 

 

Next, he turned a pendant.  He normally used his own homemade chuck to turn these but recently bought a Ruth 

Niles offset chuck that he used in this demonstration.  He mounted the square blank 

against the four-jaw chuck by drawing the live center tailstock up to hold it tight against 

the chuck to create a chuck for making the pendants.  He put two tenons on the back - 

one in the center and one that was off set.  He used a bowl gouge to round it because 

he prefers it for the strength of the shaft.  Using double stick tape, he mounted the 

pendant blank against the chuck he created and pulled the tailstock up.  He used Duct 

Tape brand tape from Wal-Mart.  He used a bowl gouge to round it off and then 

removing the tailstock, dressed the front of the pendant blank.  He cut three lines in the 

front of the pendant and then mounted the chuck in the offset tenon to begin cutting the 

hole in the pendant.  He sanded it before mounting the offset position.  He used a pull cut because he has had the 

pendant blank fly off using a push cut.  He did not have the pendant fly off but the chuck that he had created flew 

off when the tenon broke off.  After returning the tenon on the chuck he finished the pendant and sanded it.  He 

finishes with Renaissance wax. 

 

He uses sewing machine lights on his lathe which he bought from Amazon.   

 

Finally, he turned a honey dipper.  He mounted an approximately 1x6 inch maple blank between 

centers and rounded it with a spindle gouge.  He cut the groves with a cutoff tool and then tapered 

the handle with a spindle gouge.  He quickly shaped it and then sanded it while on the lathe. 

 

The afternoon session was a turn and learn session focusing on turning the things that Scott 

demonstrated in the morning session. 

 

NOTE:  If interested in the Ruth Niles offset jig, visit her website at https://nilesbottlestoppers.com/ and find this 

as well as other items.   

 

https://nilesbottlestoppers.com/
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2018 PRESENTERS/TOPICS  

 

Other upcoming topics (dates of presentations to be determined are Renhard McLaurin doing handles and burnt 

finishes, Tom Denne with his ñbasket weaveò and Ric Erkes (unknown topic) as well as the pen turning, and yard 

sale mentioned by Tim in his message.  Edgar Ingram has shared a name and contact information for a possible 

presenter (information has been forwarded to VP for follow-up. 

 

2018 OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Presenter Topic / Demonstration 

January Ralph Green Christmas Ornament 

February Sam McDowell Turning Green Wood 

March Scott Caskey ï Basics (AM) Turn & Learn in PM (one-on-one help at lathe)  

April  Sam McDowell Hollowing 101 (plus) 

May Mike Ziegler  Basics of sand paper types and finishing 

June   

July   

August   

September   

October   

November   

December Christmas party with guests at Market on Main, Hickory, NC (downstairs area) 

Officers of NC Woodturners ï 2018 

President Tim Simmons (828) 212 1605 

VP/Program Chair Jeff Campbell (704) 682-6876 

Treasurer Bruce Whipple (828) 584-0890 

Secretary/Journal & Website Editor Beth Parham (828) 244-9512 

Symposium Representative Ric Erkes (704) 508-1302 

Librarian and Assistant Guy Scronce 

Board of Directors / NC Woodturners 

Last year of 3-year term (thru 2018) Bob Tate (704) 735-2382 

 Dorothy Green (704) 692-4278 

2nd year of 3-year term (thru 2019) Scott Caskey (704) 735-2382 

 Ralph Green (704) 692-4278 

1st year of 3-year term: (thru 2020) Guy Williamson (704) 435-2423 

 Teresa Ransom (423) 268-0613 
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APRIL  ï HOLLOWING 101+  

By Sam McDowell 

  

Iôm back for a return engagement.  

 

This month I will be showing Hollowing 101 with a little 201 & 301.  

 

I plan to do three hollow forms;  

ï the first will be an open top deep vessel;  
ï the second will be a closed top traditional vase and  
ï the third will be a hollowed from the bottom very narrow neck bottle. 

 

Come see us. 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTE R/LIBRARY NEWS   

By Beth Parham/Guy Scronce 

Library 

Guy and Ric are working on alphabetizing the library to make things easier to find.  The library 

is open for your use at the meetings.  

 

Books are $.50 per month and DVDs are $1.00 per month.  You may check out multiples.  An 

electronic version as well as a paper version of the library offerings are in the works.  The electronic will be sent 

to all those that get email newsletters.  Feel free to print out at home if you want to mark what you have checked 

out and/or want to check out.   

   

We still have VCRs of some presentations and, if someone has an old VCR player to donate to the club, it would 

be a benefit in the library to have this to ñloan outò with VCRs.  Presentations can be converted to DVDs, but some 

professional VCRs are designed to prevent copying/creating DVD.   

 

Some DVDs have been found that donôt play well or even maybe missing.  If you find something wrong with 

anything when you have them checked out, please be sure to let Guy know.   

Membership Matters 

Types of Membership and annual pricing.   See me at meetings if you want to 

join or have questions regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership 

entitles you to a 10% discount from Klingspor on all purchases (except wood and 

things with a plug).  

ï Regular 

o $50/year ï If you do not renew by March 1st of any year, you must 

pay the full $50 membership to órejoinò in the calendar year per the 

by-laws  

The following prorated price for yearly membership applies to new members.   

ï After April 1st - $45.00;  

ï After July 1st - $40.00;  

ï After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year  

January 1st, the yearly dues goes to $50. 
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Special Membership opportunities: 

× Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 

× Lifetime  $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and special 

name tag 
× Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in NCW 

(designed for businesses)  

Newsletter 

If you do not get your email of the newsletter, always go to the website for the monthly newsletter.  I post it on the 

website prior to mailing it out (electronically or paper) so it is available at least one week prior to the meeting.  

 

If you are getting the newsletter via mail and get an email, let me know the email address.  The electronic version 

is faster and in full color. 

TIPS 

Storage of Chuck Key ~ Dennis J. Gooding, Grants Pass, OR 

Are you always searching for the chuck key or toggle bar? Do you have to stoop or turn 

around to pick it up every time you need it? Wouldnôt it be nice if it were always right 

on top of the headstock, inches from where you are going to use it? Help is at hand. 

Epoxy a rare-earth magnet to the top of the headstock and you are done. One magnet 

will hold several items at a time.  

Magnetic Tools ~ Will iam R. McWhirter Fortson, GA 

I like to epoxy rare earth magnets to calipers. I can then attach them to my lathe to keep them from falling to the 

floor. Other non-magnetic tools are good candidates for this as well. Ferrous metal tools will, or course, stick to 

the magnets and do not need epoxy. 

Chucking Tenon on Spindle  ~ Woodturner.org  FUNdamentals February 2018 (full article) 

 

FUNdamentals issues are helpful to me.   

 

× Know Your Chuck - need to know depth because tenon that is too long will bottom out in the chuck, 

preventing the tenonôs shoulder from making contact with the top of the chuck jaws.  The example is No. 2 

serrated jaws; with these jaws, the tenon should be just less than ½ò long to ensure good contact where it is 

needed.  These jaws are straight-sided, not dovetailed like some, so the tenon needs to be square to its 

shoulder.   

Measure inside diameter of the jaws in their almost-closed position.  This diameter grips the most securely.  

 

× Clean up end grain ï Square up end grain before making the tenon.  Set tool rest so it is not so close that 

the parting toolôs bevel rest on it.  Tool presentation should be tool handle down with cutting edge just 

above center.   

× Form the tenon ï with end grain cleaned up, mark the length of the tenon on the woodôs surface.  Make a 

shallow cut equal to the width of the parting tool.  Confirm the diameter with the caliper reading taken from 

your chuck jaws.  Beginners should turn the lathe off to apply the caliper; more experienced turners will do 

this with the lathe running and during cutting, by holding the parting tool with one hand.  Crawl before you 

walk and walk before you run.  

× With one step reduced to the correct diameter, move to the left and make another pass, then another, until 

the full length of the tenon is desired diameter.  
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× Good Fit ï When mounting tenon in check, make sure the tenonôs shoulder makes good, consistent contact 

with the top of the jaws. Tighten chuck firmly 

(see FUNdamentals for February 2018 for full article ï this is just excerpts)  

NAME THAT CHUCK !    
american-woodworker-editors.html 

Hereôs a chance to test your woodturning IQ. For many operations, a chuck performs the essential job of holding 

the work securely and safely on the lathe. These operations often present unique requirements, so a dizzying array 

of manufactured and shop-made chucks have evolved. How many of the 31 different chucks shown here can you 

identify? See below for answers. 
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Answers 

1. Trapping chuck for reverse chucking. Turner made, it consists of a padded ring that bolts to a dedicated base 

that mounts on a faceplate. Part of a system with additional rings in different sizes to allow trapping work of all 

sizes. 

2. Compression chuck for reverse chucking. Turner made, it consists of a block of MDF thatôs covered with 

textured 1/8ǌ rubber and attached to a pulley with a 5/8ǌ bore. The pulley is mounted on a length of 5/8ǌ drill rod, 

which, in turn, is mounted in a machinistôs end-mill holder with a #2 Morse taper. 

3. Compression chuck for reverse chucking. Turner made, consisting of a block of wood thatôs mounted on a 

faceplate and covered with textured 1/8ǌ rubber. 

4. Compression chuck used in ball making. Turner made, part of a set that includes Chuck No. 5, this chuck is 

held in a scroll chuck thatôs mounted in the headstock. 

5. Compression chuck used in ball making. Turner made, part of a set that includes Chuck No. 4, this chuck is 

held in position by a live tailstock center. 

6. Solid steel faceplate, 4ǌ dia. with 12 holes. 

7. Aluminum faceplate, 2-1/2ǌ dia., made to attach to a single center screw chuck with #2 Morse taper (No. 20), 

either as a 3-hole faceplate or as a larger base for the single center screw chuck. 

8. Solid stainless-steel faceplate, 3ǌ dia. with 6 holes. 

9. Jam chuck made to fit inside a mortise. Turner made, it mounts on a faceplate or in a scroll chuck. 

10. Jam chuck with a recess for holding a tenon or rim. Turner made, it mounts on a faceplate or in a scroll 

chuck. 

11. Single center scroll chuck: Turner made, itôs simply a lag screw driven through a block of wood and mounted 

on a faceplate. 

12. Backing plate for vacuum chucking. Turner made, itôs covered with a gasket material and mounts on a 

faceplate. 

13. Ring chuck (also called a cup chuck). 

14. Nylon jaws mounted on a four-jaw scroll chuck. 

15. Aluminum faceplate, 2ǌ dia. with 8 holes; useful for small diameters and light work. 

16. Cast iron faceplate, 8ǌ dia. with 30 holes. 

17. Four-jaw scroll chuck with small spigot-type jaws. 

18. Special double-sided tape. 
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19. Machinistôs-style collet chuck with a turner-made drawbar. 

20. Single center screw chuck with a #2 Morse taper. 

21. Serrated jaws for a four-jaw scroll chuck. 

22. Four-jaw scroll chuck with a large, deep jaws. 

23. Four-jaw scroll chuck with small spigot-type jaws that are serrated on the outside. These jaws are designed to 

expand inside a hole or recess. 

24. Single-center screw chuck with three different base diameters. 

25. Machinist-style three-jaw scroll chuck. 

26. Small single-center screw chuck (often used for turning wine stopper caps). 

27. Large pin chuck held inside a combination chuck. A predecessor of the modern scroll chuck, the combination 

chuck performed a number of chucking operations. In this case itôs holding a pin chuckðthe shaft goes into a 

drilled hole with a small round rod inserted into its gap to lock the chuck in the hole. 

28. Four-jaw scroll chuck with standard jaws. 

29. Four-jaw scroll chuck with small spigot-type jaws. 

30. Vacuum drum chuck with black gasket material. 

31. Large jaws for reverse chucking. Equipped with rubber pads that can be adjusted to allow grasping or 

expanding into work of different diameters, these jaws mount on a four-jaw scroll chuck. 

  


