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July Demonstrator 
By Beth Parham 

ChessSpy  

 

 

 

 

Alan Dewey will be demonstrating making a chess 

set at our July 12, 2014, meeting.  He will make a 

full-dress, entirely finished Staunton style 

competition chess set.  This includes 3.5” kings and 

carved/finished knights.  The set may be weighted 

and felted.   

You can check out his website for 

more information as well as links to 

many demonstrations on the internet.  

Visit http://www.chessspy.com for 

more specifics.   
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May we always remember 

the price that was paid 

and is still being paid to 

allow us our 

Independence. 

http://www.ncwoodturners.com/
http://www.chessspy.com/
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June Demonstrator Recap  
By Ron Davis 

Don Olsen and his Hollowing from the Bottom 

 The very first thing that Don did before starting his 

demonstration was distribute a handout to each person present which 

explained in  clear detail each step of the demonstration.  In comparing 

my notes with his handout I discovered that they simply duplicated what 

he had given us to begin with.  Therefore, his handout will be attached 

which gives a clear explanation of  how to reverse turn hollow forms from the bottom through a larger 

hole rather than from the top through a tiny hole. 

 During his presentation he gave helpful hints which could be of value to other turners.  For 

instance, he used a headband under his face shield for comfort.  I suppose it would be also valuable if one 

worked up a sweat in the shop which I seldom do.  It would keep the face shield from hurting your 

forehead after an extended time. 

 He suggested putting the waste block which is the plug for the bottom after it is hollowed out in a 

plastic bag so that it does not dry out.  If it is green wood he suggested using a hose clamp on the tendon 

to keep it round and to retighten it every couple of days.  At other times he has recommended using a hose 

clamp on the tendon when drying a bowl so that the tendon remains round when one re-turns the bowl. 

 If one is using a faceplate he suggested making a slightly concave surface on which the faceplate 

will be attached.  This allows it to fit snuggly with no rocking motion.  He also suggested using a small 

piece of PVC pipe as a spacer to keep your tool rest at the optimum height when turning so you don't have 

to keep adjusting it to find the right height. 

 He recommended “gliding” the bevel rather than riding the bevel when turning.  He also suggested 

that the bottom of the bevel on a bowl gouge be slightly ground off so that it does not bruise the wood and 

leave a shadow. 

 The waste block will be reattached as a plug to create the bottom of the hollow form.  He 

recommended that the waste block be slightly larger than the hole into which it will be glued because it is 

much easier to take off just a little more wood to make it smaller than to add wood.   

 When creating a hollow form, make a sketch of it and then cut it out; this gives you a template by 

which you can judge whether or not you have achieved the form that you want.  He stressed that the most 

important thing is to practice, practice, practice. 

 When he began his presentation he searched through his manila folder where he had notes and he 

could not find the specific notes for this presentation.  At the conclusion of his presentation as he was 

putting everything back in the fold he discovered his handout with hand written notes in the margins.  

Even without his cheat sheet he made an excellent and very informative presentation.  

Don’s Handout:  - it is Page 3 of this newsletter. 
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Hollowing Small -necked Vessels From the Bottom 

Don Olsen 

1. Mount the wood between centers and turn to determine top and bottom and see how grain patterns 

and defects may affect shape and size. 

2. Once determined, mount the wood with the top towards the tailstock. 

3. If the pith is to be in the piece, it must be centered at the top so that it is removed as the center of the 

neck.  Also, the pith should be within about an inch of the center of the bottom.   

4. Note: you will need about 2” at the bottom to be used later for the bottom tenon and wasteblock to 

hold the vessel while shaping the neck.  

5. Face off the top end for a faceplate, and drill a hole for the neck deep enough to enter what will be the 

main cavity.  This helps with the concentricity of the hole with the neck.   

6. Attach a faceplate to the work piece being sure to center the neck hole to the faceplate.   

7. The neck may extend to the faceplate as the screw holes will be turned away later.   

8. Shape the vessel leaving wood for support at the top and almost final size at the bottom.  

9. Part the wasteblock from the bottom of the vessel to a depth just below the vessel’s bottom outside 

diameter.   

10. Face off the end of the tailstock to later be mounted on a faceplate.  Ensure centering of the faceplate 

now.  

11. Mark the vessel and the wasteblock for grain realignment later.  

12. Separate the wasteblock from the vessel removing as little wood as possible and put in a plastic bag.   

13. True-up the bottom of the vessel.   

14. Sketch the neck onto the wood.  

15. Drill a hole from the bottom to the start of the neck.  You should meet the hole you drilled earlier.   

16. Hollow the vessel to ½” wall thickness to the support column.  

17. True the hole in the vessel bottom for gluing.   

18. Now, hollow the vessel to ¼” wall thickness up to the support column.   

19. Shape the neck outside for about one inch and then hollow the inside to ¼” thick.  Continue stepping 

toward the faceplate until you reach the screws.  A dowel pushed in to the neck will give the inside 

diameter at a distance from the bottom.  Holding the dowel on the outside, the same distance from the 

bottom, will visually give the wall thickness.   

20. Mount the wasteblock on a faceplate and turn the bottom tenon about 3/8” long.  Don’t forget the 

grain realignment mark.  Besides gluing the tenon, also glue the vessel bottom to the wasteblock.  

This provides more stability while shaping the inside of the neck later.  

21. To align the vessel top with the tailstock while gluing:  I use a rod (the same size as the hole drilled 

into the top) held in the tailstock.  With tailstock support:  true-up the vessel body and shape as much 

of the outside of the neck as you can.   

22. Sand the vessel if dry enough.  

23. Remove the tailstock, make the hole in the neck a little larger if desired; shape the inside of the neck 

and sand.  

24. If the wood is too wet to sand, set it up to be remounted when it may be sanded.   

25. Part the vessel from the wasteblock leaving a stub on the bottom of the vessel.  Remount the vessel 

between centers to shape the bottom.  Recessing the bottom at the glueline helps hide the joint.   

26. Finish as desired.  
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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
By Renhard McLaurin 

On Vacation… 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ  
Beginning Balance 4/30/14  $7,862.22 

Ending Balance as of 5/30/14  $8,033.43 

Mentorship Information  
If you are interested in learning new skills, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW 

members: 

 

 

 

 

 

July  Raffle Items  
By Evanna Brening/Scott Caskey 

1/8” Diamond parting tool 

Thin CA Adhesive (2.5 oz.) 

#2 MT Chuck 1-1/2”  (WT18527) 

3" Sponge Pad H&L Medium W/ Spindle  

Sealtite Wood Sealer 

PS33 120C 3” No Hole K/O Scalloped disc (50 pk) 

¼” bowl gouge (6mm) 

 
 (Raffle Items are always subject to change from what is posted in the newsletter.) 

 

Newsletter/Membership/Library News  
By Beth Parham 

Newsletter  
My DEEPEST thanks to Ron Davis for agreeing to do write ups on presenters.  It is nice to be able to 

include information about the presenter and his/her presentation.  It was great for me to be able to include 

this information because I was not able to sit and observe first hand; this gives me great information to 

work with on this type of hollowing.  I think this will be very beneficial to members that were unable to 

attend a presentation, would like to have reference to information they were able to see if they were 

present.  I know I can always use a resource to refer back to.  (Other than the source Don – which you 

know I’ll do that too!).   

  

Scott Caskey 
(Iron Station, NC) 

704-735-2382 
Edgar Ingram 

(Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576 

Sam McDowell  
 (Statesville, NC) 

704-871-9801 
John Melius  

(Mooresville, NC) 
704-663-0757 

Jim Miles  
 (Cornelius, NC) 

704-661-0600 
Don Olsen  

(Lincolnton, NC) 
704-735-9335 
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Library  
Work on the library is progressing.  Progressing on new software toward getting the library computerized 

and new nametags (with barcodes) to help with library checkout.  Received DVD materials to add the 

presenters’ DVDs and other new items as the library grows.    Please let me know if you find a new book 

and/or DVD that would benefit our membership and I’ll get new materials added.  There are almost 100 of 

us out there able to find materials that will help one or all of us improve our skill.   

Membership  
We had one new member this month – Rick Wyke – from 

Valdese.  Please help him feel welcome to our group.  As 

someone that belongs to multiple organizations, I can say by far 

that this group is the friendliest one I am associated with – and 

I’m proud of that fact.   

 

Types of Membership and annual pricing.   See me at meetings if 

you want to join or have questions regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership entitles you 

to a 10% discount from Klingspor on all purchases (except wood and things with a plug).   

× Regular $50/year –  
¶ After April 1st - $45.00;  

¶ After July 1st - $40.00;  

¶ After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year. 

× Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 

× Lifetime  $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and special 

name tag 

× Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in 

NCW (designed for businesses)  

 

2014 Challenge Projects  
By Scott Caskey 

MONTH  CHALLENGE PROJECT  SKILLS TARGETED  
July Ball Round as round can get 
August Glue it up!   

Something made from something you 

glued up 

Creativity and using scrap wood from the shop 

September Maracas  

October Bracelet / Broach / Jewelry  

November Something you made at Extravaganza Sharing our skills with community 

December Hollow form Hollowing 

 

 

2014 Programs (and presenters)  
By Renhard McLaurin  

MONTH  PRESENTER TOPIC  
July Alan Dewey Chess sets at Chess Spy for more info 
August Jim Duxbury Kaleidoscope  Http://www.dusterity.com  

September All you want to know about Wood 

(AM portion of meeting) 

Inlay 
(PM port6ion of meeting) 

October Finishing TBA 

November Learn and Turn – Bring a guest! Club members – teachers/mentors 

December Christmas Party  

http://www.chessspy.com/
http://www.dusterity.com/
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4ÉÐÓȟ 4ÒÉÃËÓ Ȭ. 4ÅÃhniques  is a revamped “Beginner’s Corner”.  These 

tips, techniques and suggestions will be of most interest to those members who are in the early 

stage of their turning career. But we all can benefit from refreshing our memories on various 

topics.  Sometimes we just get in a slump and assume we recall all information.  Some articles will 

be “recycled” tips/techniques from past years of the newsletter (Beginners’ Corner” and new 

articles as well.  Please feel free to submit your questions/suggestions/requests for subjects in this 

section. Never hurts to knock the dust off our brains from time to time. 

Hang-and-go lathe-tool holder  courtesy of: http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-plans/lathe-and-turning/lathe-tool-holder/ 

This quick-to-make project slides between the rails in the lathe bed (known as the ways) and cradles 

turning tools within arm's reach. When not in use, it hangs on the wall, out of the way. Feel free to 

customize it for the type and number of turning tools you own. 

To size your tool holder, first measure the overall length of your turning tools to determine the length for 

the backboard (A). The one here is 21", just a bit shorter than most of the tools. Now, measure from the 

butt end of the handles to the ferrules (the rings on the handles near the blades). This determines the 

distance between the upper rest (B) and base (D), as shown. 

Next, measure the diameter of each tool's ferrule and of each handle 2" from the butt end. Cut two 2x10 

3/4" plywood strips to make the upper rest (B) and lower rest (C), and mark lines 1 1/4" from one edge. 

Lay out hole center points along those lines, where dimensioned on part B, below. Drill holes to match the 

ferrules in one strip and to match the handles in the other. Rip the rests (B, C) to width and attach them to 

the backboard. Then, add the base (D). A screw in each edge of the backboard retains a 10" miniature 

bungee cord that secures the tools. 

The cleat and retainer (E, F) are sized to fit most lathes, but check the distance between the ways on your 

lathe. The cleat needs about 1/4" clearance to slide easily. Make the wall-mount parts (H, I) and secure 

this assembly to a wall stud.  Click here for plans (below) and materials list.  [you must “ok” past message 

to get these plans at this site – or tool holder to full article and download from bottom of page.   

 

Woodturner on B oard ð  

Tips, Tricks ‘N Techniques  
(for the new turner but good review for all) 

http://images.meredith.com/wood/pdf/MATandArt.pdf
http://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-plans/lathe-and-turning/lathe-tool-holder/
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2014 Penta Workshop  
By Beth Parham 

 

I won’t say I’m speaking for every one of the attendees to the Penta workshop 

Saturday, June 28, 2014, but I think most had a wonderful time!  I know I did.  

The drawing for the workshop was not exactly handled like we have in the past 

(don’t blame me – I’m just messenger) but all on email got the notification to 

submit names for the drawing.  I requested that others contact those that don’t get 

the email version and I know that this did happen and I thank you for your help. 

 

What we learned at the workshop goes far beyond what we see in a demonstration 

at our club meeting – it actually “doing” what we were “watching” before.  Frank and his team showed us 

tips and techniques to create the parts of our projects, not just how to turn the project.  There was lots of 

information and training to bring home and incorporate in our own shops.   

 

If you have not been to a workshop there, I encourage you to go.  I have been drawn 

for several trips and am most thankful for the opportunity I have been given.  As a new 

(novice) turner, I get very little turning time now and classes are expensive; even 

partaking of fellow members and their offers to teach me are sometimes tricky to get 

coordinated between the parties.  So, I go to Penta’s workshop and I, thankfully, focus on learning to use 

my tool – not on an end project.  In my shop on my own, I want or need something finished/useable.  I 

really became much more comfortable with tools and cuts and the entire turning process as the day 

progressed.  I go in knowing I can turn but knowing what caliber of turners I’m with - both Frank and his 

club (which are awesome, by the way) as well our turners that are way talented, I quickly become totally 

intimidated and demoralized (maybe petrified).   

 

Frank and his team, with the one-on-one help (sometimes with three different guys plus Frank instructing 

me), I gained confidence and ended up with two great projects.  More importantly for me, I came away 

with turning skill and tool management which I will now PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE…and 

play with tools till comfortable.  (I heard you Don – and Frank – and…) 

 

This photo shows how a “design opportunity” can occur from trying something 

that, at first you think doesn’t work, to then look at again and say, “you know, 

that looks pretty good.”  We had moments like that all day.   

 

I don’t know if you feel this is a good use of our funds but as someone that has 

gone (and will continue to go as I can!!!), this is a great use of $500 – 10 turners 

getting one-on-one (plus) training for 7.5 hours,  all the wood for all projects (we had 3 to do this day).  I 

don’t know of any other way to get this type of bargain with great BANG for the buck.   

 

Those that attended were: Boyd Adams, Bob Tate, Jerry Long, Tim Simmons, Pam Dergins, myself, 

Charles Scheil, Tom Crawford, Ken Hunt, and Don Haydock. 
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FACTS ABOUT INDEPENDENCE DAY / FOURTH OF JULY 

1. In 1779, July 4 fell on a Sunday for the first time.   Out of respect for 

worship services, the holiday was officially moved to Monday, July 5 

2. Which three Presidents died on July 4th? John Adams, Thomas Jefferson 

and James Monroe. Adams, the second president, and Jefferson, the third president, both died on 

the same day in 1826. 

3. What is the meaning behind the red, white and blue colors of the American flag? Red stands 

for hardiness and valor. White symbolizes purity and innocence. Blue represents vigilance, 

perseverance and justice. 

4. Who wrote America the Beautiful?  Katharine Lee Bates wrote America the Beautiful first as a 

poem which was originally published in the Fouth of July edition of the church periodical The 

Congregationalist in 1895. Bates was only 33 years old at the time when she traveled to the top of 

Pike's Peak, pictured here, which inspired her to write it. Samuel A. Ward, a church organist, 

composed the music for the song after a day at Coney Island, but Ward died in 1903, one year 

before his music was joined with Bates' lyrics. Ward and Bates never met 

Challenge Project Photos  
By Scott Caskey 

  

Max Schronce – 

Magnolia (L); Maple Burl (R) 

Jerry Bartusch – Oak 

Robert Bynum - Magnolia 

Ron Davis – Poplar 

The June challenge project was to duplicate a 

piece of art / glass / pottery in wood.  You 

were to bring in the piece or a photo of what 

you were duplicating. 

http://www.pbs.org/americaresponds/theamericanflag.html
http://www.pbs.org/americaresponds/theamericanflag.html
http://abcnews.go.com/2020/story?id=124012&page=1#.UdIL_-tQ3xA
http://books.google.com/books?id=kKsA1Qi8BBgC&pg=PA19#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Gallery Photos  
By Scott Caskey 

 

  

Orville Shook –  

Chess pieces - Maple 

Jerry Bartusch 

Poplar 

Orville Shook – 

Earrings - Cedar 

Orville Shook – 

Earrings - Apple 

Brian Butler - Poplar 

Brian Butler 

Maple 

Dean Wright – Cedar 

(May’s challenge) 

 

Orville Shook –  

Chess pieces - Maple 

Dan Greaser 

Ambrosia Maple 

Edgar Ingram 

Big Leaf Maple 

Jerry Bartusch 

Walnut 
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Bruce Whipple    

Cherry Natural Edge 
Tom Denne – 

Tops and Small vessels 

Edgar Ingram  

Big Leaf Maple Burl 

Brad Angel –Black 

Walnut 

Shawn Pogue  

Maple burl & 

Walnut 

Jerry Ostrander – 

Cherry Burl 

Jerry Ostrander – 

Ambrosia Maple 

& Cocobolo 

Jerry Ostrander – 

Maple 
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2014 Officers and Board of Directors   

  

OFFICERS  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Renhard McLaurin (704) 838-0099  Brent Cook (704) 990-6995 

    Last year of term (term expires 2014) 

VP/  
Program Chair 

Mike Mills (704) 483-7315  Gene Parham (828) 294-4001 

    Last year of term (term expires 2014) 

Treasurer Bruce Whipple   Ed Mackey (704) 537-2997 
    2nd year of term (term expires 2015) 

Secretary 
Journal Editor 

Beth Parham (828) 294-4001  Jerry Long (704) 483-9460 

    2nd year of term (term expires 2015) 

Website Director Mike Mills (704) 483-7315  Tim Simmons (828) 726-1599 
    1st year of term (term expires 2016) 

Past President Evanna Brening (704) 740-8026  Tom Denne (828) 584-0890 

    1st year of term (term expires 2016) 

Harold Lineberger – Ash & 

Walnut (Inside and side view) 

Robert Bynum - 

Walnut 

Robert Bynum  – 

Oak 

Gary Ritchie – Cane 
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 Working with the woodturning is very addictive.  

“Cause once you make something, it’s like you can make something else.” (Jerry Measimer) 

 

 

 

 

 

North Carolina Woodturners 

c/o Beth Parham 

2154 Frye Avenue 

Hickory, NC  28602 

July 12, 2014  

Remember, our regular meetings are always on  

the second Saturday of the month  

10 pm – 4 pm (with lunch on your own at 12)  

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop  
856 21st Street Drive   

Hickory, NC  
unless otherwise noted in the Journal. 


