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May Demonstrator  
By Beth Parham 

 

Hollowing 
 

ñIn May's demonstration I hope to clear up any 

mystery about hollowing out 

vessels. I wil l start with a 

small ornament-sized sphere 

and move up to larger vessels. 
 

In the morning session I wil l 

talk   about   basics   such   as 

required tools. There are certain tools are a ñmustò 

such as a hollowing bar or special tool. My primary 

weapon is what I call an "Outrigger tool". This is a 

bar with a scraper bit on the end and a parallel 

outrigger bar that absorbs the torque while inside the 

vessel. Don Hildebran wil l have some for sale at the 

meeting. 
 

The next valuable tool is a good four-jaw chuck. I 

have tried several and will discuss the pros and cons 

of each. The last thing you need is wooden projectiles 

flying around the shop.  There are ways to hollow 

using a faceplate, it just takes a little more ingenuity. 
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to encourage membership in, and give support to, the American Association of Woodturners. 
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In the afternoon I wil l tackle a problematic Cherry burl. This wil l include dealing with voids and other 

 

structure problems. I plan to bring 20 cherry burls for sale @ $20 each, first come first choice and the honor 
system to bring me payment as I wil l be busy inside. 

 

Hollowing does not take any special skills (or John Melius couldnôt do it); it just takes practice. When you 

have to stop and think about where you are going, it takes longer. Once you have made the decisions needed 

to make a few, the time required reduces greatly.ò 
 

Check our Samôs website  SamsTurn (http://www.samsturn.com/about-me.html) to see photos and more 

information about Sam and his work. 
 

Sam McDowell 
 
 

Presidentȭs Message 
By Renhard McLaurin 

 

Sometimesé 
 

Have you ever had a mental block that halted all your creative energy?  I have struggled with writing this 

letter for two weeks.  Beth sent me her normal ñnaggingò email to remind me it was time for the 

presidentôs letter about two weeks ago.  Well, I have had nothing but a blank page ever since. 
 

Initiall y I was on vacation with my family.  Not really vacation as much as it was peering into the future 

of where my money wil l go.  Some of you may have guessed that I was touring college with my family.  I 

am blessed with three wonderful children who are among the smartest individuals I have ever met.  (Their 

mom is brilliant for those of you wondering where they get their smarts.)  My son Andrew has decided 

that the local ñin stateò school that is ranked 7th in the nation for his expected field of study is not 

GRAND enough and thus we need to search out the school that is second in the nation.  Off to Indiana we 

go and head to Purdue University.  Andrew wants to have a career in Biomedical Engineering and we all 

know there are NO good engineering schools in NC nor are there any good medical schools.  The best we 

could find that would be IN STATE TUITION was a combined program between NC State and UNC and 

we all know that you canôt find engineering or medicine at either of these schools.  So off to Purdue we 

go.  I must say that Purdue put on a great show.  It was very impressive.  It served to solidify Andrewôs 

feeling that this was the place for him. 
 

What I didnôt tell you is that Andrew has a twin brother named Matthew.  Matthew had fallen in love with 

the engineering program at NC State.  He realized that NC State is one of the best in the nation and he 

couldnôt ask for better.  He is looking at going into Aerospace Engineering. (Like I said, they are smart.) 

Matthew reall y li ked that fact that NC State was only a few hours away and the IN STATE TUITION was 

a clincher when all things were considered.  Of course Matthew was with us on our trip to Purdue and of 

course Matthew now wants to go there as well.  I just stood in the center of campus wondering what had 

happened.  I went there hoping Andrew would realize that Purdue, although a GREAT school, was not 

worth the distance and cost.  Even after the meeting where we found out what the cost for out of state 

tuition was going to be, they both were yammering about how great the school was and how excited they 

were.  Talk about a roadblock to creativity. 
 

A second aspect to the loss of creativity for woodturning is that my dang lathe is broken.  I have become a 

machinist rather than a woodturner these last few weeks.  I know nothing about motors other than ñOnò 

and ñOff.ò  I have spent way too much time wondering if the motor on my lathe has a 56 mount or a 56C. 

(I have no idea what that means)  I knew it was a 1-horse power motor that ñplugs into a regular wall 

outlet.ò  I did not know how many phases it had nor did I know how many volts it used.  I was able to 

http://www.samsturn.com/about-me.html
http://www.samsturn.com/about-me.html
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determine it was made in Taiwan but that did not help the people on the other end of the phone.  My 
accounting degree was not helping. 

 

Well, as you can tell from this letter the mental block remains.  The best I could do was write about the 

block since I had no actual woodturning information to impart so I was not able to lead you in the wrong 

direction this month.  Hopefully next month wil l be inspired.  (Renhard, glad to see Iôm not the only one 

with a block!  Beth). 
 

Treasurerȭs Repor t 
 

 
 

Beginning Balance 1/1/14 $7,311.22 
 

Ending Balance as of 2/28/14 $7,658.87 
 

(Could not find my April meeting information.  Wil l have newest information in next newsletter). 
 

Mentorship Information  
If you are interested in learning new skill s, or improving the skill s you have, contact one of these NCW 
members: 

 

 

Scott Caskey 

(Iron Station, NC) 
704-735-2382

 
Edgar Ingram 

(Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576

 

Sam McDowell 

(Statesville, NC) 
704-871-9801

 
John Melius 

(Mooresville, NC) 
704-663-0757

 

Jim Miles 

(Cornelius, NC) 
704-661-0600

 
Don Olsen 

(Lincolnton, NC) 
704-735-9335

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

May Raffl e Items 
By Evanna Brening/Scott Caskey 

 

3/8ò Bowl Gouge cryogenic 

Rev. Right angel dril l 3/8ò 

Excelsior spindle gouge İò 

Thin CA Adhesive (2.5 oz.) 

3" Sponge Pad H&L Medium W/ Spindle 

Toothpick / secret compartment holder (10) 

Sealtite Wood Sealer 

PS33 60C 3ò No Hole K/O Scalloped disc (50 pk) 
(Raffle Items are always subject to change from what is posted in the newsletter.) 
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Newslett er/ Membership/ Library News 
By Beth Parham 

 

Newsletter  
With the library, newsletter and secretary responsibili ties, I cannot write up reviews on our presenters as 
many meetings I do not get to see as much of the presentation as Iôd like to on a personal basis.  I would 

LOVE to have members send me information about the presenters - Iôll wordsmith (clean up) spelling, etc., 

so you donôt have to worry about that.  Wil l someone please come to me at the start of the meeting as tell 

me they wil l do this monthôs presenter? I would love to include write-ups on our presenters ï they deserve 

that much and more.  Thanks. 
 

Librar y 
Work on the library is progressing.  Progressing on new software toward getting the library computerized 
and new nametags (with barcodes) to help with library checkout.   Received DVD materials to add the 

presentersô DVDs and other new items as the library grows.    Please let me know if you find a new book 

and/or DVD that would benefit our membership and Iôll get new materials added.  There are almost 100 of 

us out there able to find materials that will help one or all of us improve our skill . 
 

Membership  
Updated membership has been sent to Klingspor.  I contacted most 
ñnon-renewedò membership via email to see if my records varied 

from their records.  I wil l have attendance roster to start using this 

month to help us insure information is correct, no one is omitted 

and we can better judge programs that are more successful as we 

plan for 2015 speakers/presenters. 

 
Types of Membership and annual pricing.  See me at meetings if you want to join or have questions 

regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership entitles you to a 10% discount from Klingspor 

on all purchases (except wood and things with a plug). 

×  Regular $50/year ï 
¶ After April 1st - $45.00; 

¶ After July 1st - $40.00; 

¶ After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year. 

×  Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 

×   Lifetime $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and special 

name tag 

×  Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in 
NCW (designed for businesses) 

 
New Members that have joined in 2014: (Please let me know if I have missed 

anyone: 
 
 

Brad Angel Tony Bradley (returning 

member) 

Ray Colli ns 

Joshua Powell 

Albert Daniel Pam Dergins Edwin Dews 

Jim Evans 

Gary Gloster 

Lycrecia Goodson 

John Tyrone 

Dan Greaser 

Reggie Sweat 

Bil l Pitts Alicia Rayfield Spencer Rayfield 
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2014 Chall enge Projects 
By Scott Caskey 

 

M ONTH CHALLENGE PROJECT SK ILL S TARGETED 

May 
 

June 

 
July 

August 
 

 
September 

October 

November 

December  

Lidded box With finial and textured and/or carved 

embellishments 
Duplicate a piece of art / glass / pottery in Bring object (or photo) of piece being copied 

Wood 

Ball Round as round can get 

Glue it up! Creativity and using scrap wood from the shop 

Something made from something you 

glued up 
Maracas  
Bracelet / Broach / Jewelry 
Something you made at Extravaganza Sharing our skills with community 

Hollow form Hollowing 

 

 

2014 Programs (and presenter s) 
By Renhard McLaurin 

 

M ONTH PRESENTER TOPIC 

May 
June July 

August 

September  

 
October 

November 

December  

Sam McDowell Hollowing vessels ï small to large 
Don Olsen TBA 

Alan Dewey Chess sets  www.cheespy.com for more information 

Jim Duxbury Kaleidoscope  Http://www.dusterity.com 

All  you want to know about Wood Inlay 

(AM portion of meeting) (PM port6ion of meeting) 

Finishing TBA 

Learn and Turn ï Bring a guest! Club members ï teachers/mentors 

Christmas Party 

 
 

Tips, Tr icks ȬN Techniques is a revamped ñBeginnerôs Cornerò.  These 

tips, techniques and suggestions will be of most interest to those members who are in the early 
stage of their  turning career. But we all can benefit from refreshing our memories on various 

topics.  Sometimes we just get in a slump and assume we recall all information.  Some articles will 
be ñrecycledò tips/techniques from past years of the newsletter (Beginnersô Cornerò and new 
articles as well.  Please feel free to submit your questions/suggestions/requests for subjects in this 

section. Never hurts to knock the dust off our brains from time to time. 

 
 

Woodt urner  on Board ð 

Tips, Tr icks ôN Techniques 
(for the new turner but good review for all) 

 

Five Woodturning Projects for Beginners - (Again editorial li berty).  While Gene and I were at our world 

competition for our carvings last week, I kept hearing a repeated theme that reall y ñhit me between the eyesò 

with regard to my carving and my turning.    PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE:  I want to turn out 

projects that are ñresultsò and look like those that have done the craft for years and I fail to remember that 

they all (for the most part) began by practicing ï again and again and again ï be a bird you are carving, a 

pen or bowl or vessel being turned on the lathe. SO I am including some projects that we beginners can use 

as practice ï or just go to the lathe and turn coves, beads, tenons, any combination and every combination 

you can imagine ï to get the skil l ñfoundationò buil t ï li ke pouring footings for the building of a house or 

shop.  These projects are supplied courtesy of DoItYourself website (http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five- 

woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw) for those that want to access the original. 
 

ñThere is a wide variety of woodturning projects for those beginners who are just starting to work on a 

wood lathe. Woodturning in fact, consists of creating rounded objects from a piece of wood by using a 

lathe and so, this job requires both skill and imagination. Here some simple projects on which one can 

start working to get some confidence and experience. 

http://www.cheespy.com/
http://www.dusterity.com/
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw
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Project 1 - Tealight Candles 
 
The great thing about this project is that you can make use of the small and old wood leftovers to create 

wooden tealights. Use a suitably sized block of wood and place it on the lathe and switch it on. While 

turning use the turning tools to start forming the wooden block into a cylindrical candleholder. Then 

sketch a mortise on one side of the tealight in which you are going to insert the candle. Cut it and finish 

the tealights with some wood stain of your choice. 

 
Project 2 ɀ Tablespoons 

 
To create a tablespoon start by finding a piece of wood which is about an inch longer than the required 

height. Attach the wood on the lathe and mark the center with a pencil . Switch on the lathe and use the 

turning tools to create the wooden spoon. Once you finish the handle use a burr from your turning tools to 

form the spoon bowl. Sand the spoon with a piece of sandpaper and the job is done. 

 
Project 3 ɀ Tool Handles 

 
With some woodturning practice you can even start creating your own turning tools to work with. Use a 

small piece of wood to create a handle and place it on the lathe. Start shaping the handle until it provides a 

good grip and make a hole on the smallest side of the handle. Then insert the metal piece of the tool 

(which you can buy from a tool shop) in the hole and fasten it with a brass fairing nut. Try to use the same 

handle design to create other tools so that they wil l all match. 

 
Project 4 ɀ Eccentr ic Chr istmas Tree 

 
An eccentric Christmas tree would be a great gift for Christmas. Thus, to create one use a long piece of 

wood and by using your turning tools form a cone shape through the whole wooden block. Next cut a 

tenon about an inch from the bottom of the tree which wil l be the base. Use a skew to make V-cuts on the 

cone which will then end up looking li ke tinsels. Sand the tree and use some lacquer to  paint and decorate 

your tree. 

 
Project 5 ɀ Simple Tops 

 
While being a great gift to a small child, a top is quite an easy thing to create on a lathe. Once again 

position a small piece of wood on the lathe and try to form a spinning shape which wil l keep spinning for 

a long time. Generally, a top must be wide from the center and a surface as small as possible in order to 

balance correctly while spinning. Then sand it and use some colors to decorate. 

 
These are some common projects for beginners on which you can start practicing. Always remember to 

use a pair of safety glasses while the lathe is switched on. Moreover, use your imagination to create 

unique and wonderful creations.ò 

 
Read more: http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU- 

kw#ixzz30gThQV00 

http://www.doityourself.com/scat/hardwareandtools/?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.doityourself.com/scat/paintandsupplies/?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw%23ixzz30gThQV00
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw%23ixzz30gThQV00
http://www.doityourself.com/stry/five-woodturning-projects-for-beginners#.U2VHoCUU-kw%23ixzz30gThQV00
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Chall enge Project Photos 
By Scott Caskey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Davis ï Cherry  
 
 
 

 
John Logsdon ï Pear 

 
 

Orvill e Shook ï 

Maple & Nylon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Crawford ï 

Maple/Cherry 

Dean Wright ï 

Oak/Ash 

 

 
 

Robert Bynum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Max Schronce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TC Schronce Tim Simmons 

Maple 

 
 
 
 

Tim Simmons 

Maple 

 

Max Schronce 
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Gall ery Photos 
By Scott Caskey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Denne - Maple 

Tom Denne ï 

Cherry & Inlace 

Tom Denne ï 

Cherry & Inlace 

 
 
 

Tom Denne 

Walnut 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael McNeill y - Maple  

 
Edgar Ingram 

Maple 
 
 
 

Renhard McLaurin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edgar Ingram 
 
 

Edgar Ingram 

Cypress w/Inlace 
 

 
 

Edgar Ingram 

Maple 
 
 

Edgar Ingram 

Tulipwood 
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John French 

Walnut bowl 
Jerry Ostrander ï 

Maple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jerry Ostrander 

Maple 

Brian Butler ï 

Maple 

 

 
 
 

Jerry Ostrander ï 

Maple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth Parham - Marblewood 
 

Brian Butler ï Cane - Cherry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Logsdon 

Cherry 
Max Schronce

 
 

Max Schronce 
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A fellow turner had a selection of pens that he brought for gallery but got there late. I took these photos to 

share in the newsletter ï for a couple of reasons.  Hereôs your ñeditorôs commentaryò ï be careful who you 

put as editor ï (you may get more than you bargained for!) 
 

As a new turner that, lately due to back, etc., has not been able to turn much, it was very encouraging for 

me to have this seasoned turner tell me that he ñhad returned to basicsò by doing pens which he loves.  I 

love making them as well and generally donôt bring items to gallery because of the awesome pieces shared 

by our seasoned turners.  Not that I donôt want to learn to do the more intricate things, but because I too 

often have overheard comments/side statements made along the line of ñanyone can do thatò type 

statement.  If I have heard it, others probably have as well.  We all need to get the basics down pat before 

other skill s can build.  It is the foundation of our building blocks.  We all have our niches and our favorite 

items to turn, learn and grow. 
 

[sorry I have drawn a                                                                                       blank on your name ï contact 

me and Iôll revise the                                                                                          online copy of the newsletter 

to reflect your name]. 




