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April  Demonstrator  
By Beth Parham 

 

Bruce Lacy 
 

North Carolina artist Robert Bruce Lacy has been 

working with wood for over 50 years. First 

introduced to the world 

of woodworking at the 

age of 10, Bruce 

quickly fell  in love 

with the craft. By 

profession   his   father 

Dr. M. L. Lacy II  was 

the Chief of Surgery 

for the Memorial 

Community    Hospital 

in South Hill Va. By 

choice his father was 

an accomplished 

amateur wood worker 

who  proudly  replaced 

his  surgical  white  lab 
coat  with  a  worn  leather 
apron every chance he could. Like a shadow at his 

fatherôs side each time he entered the family 

workshop, Bruce began his life long journey of 

woodworking. 
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In 1970, after attending Holden School of Art in 

Charlottesville VA, Bruce began his professional 

career as an Engineering and Architectural Designer. 

Much like in the footsteps that taught him, Bruce 

trades his blueprints and calculator every chance he 

can to breathe the fresh sawdust filled air that only a 
true woodworker can appreciate. 

The AAW is dedicated to the advancement of woodturning by providing education, information, 

organization, technical assistance, and publications relating to woodturning.  The North Carolina 

Woodturners Association purpose is to promote an interest in woodturning for persons of all levels, and 

to encourage membership in, and give support to, the American Association of Woodturners. 
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His love of a ñGood Finishò is seen throughout the quality of work that he delivers. While the untutored eye 

tries to hide the gross imperfections that nature offers in a piece of wood, the skill ed wood worker li ves to 

glorify and enhance them. Bruceôs ability to embelli sh rather than conceal woods natural beauty is revealed 

in the one of a kind art pieces that he produces. 

 
His presentation for our meeting will be tooth fairy boxes and genie bottles. 

The pictures give us a preview of whatôs in store for us at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His spacious shop lets only a hint of the aroma of turning wood escape to his family home in Concord NC 

which he shares with his high school sweetheart and wife of 41 years, Kay. A devoted fan, she displays the 

fruit of his countless hours spent turning wood throughout their home. Hollow forms show off distinctive 

grain structures and textures in a variety of hardwoods such as holly, dogwood and red wood in unduplicated 

art pieces. Once coarse looking Burr of Madrone, walnut, cherry and red wood now acquire extraordinary 

beauty thanks to his talent at the lathe. Bruceôs diverse wood working skill s, which includes furniture 

making, jig making and fixture making, produce exclusive art that far exceeds what the wildest mind can 

envision. 

 
Bruce is an active member of the Charlotte Woodturner Association, Southern Piedmont Woodturners and 

The Association of America Woodturners. His work has been proudly displayed at the Plum Gallery, the 

Gregg Museum at NC State University, Exhibition of Woodturners of North Carolina and in a number of 

private collections, 
 
 

Presidentȭs Message 
By Renhard McLaurin 

 

Finishes Basics 
 
I have been wanting to do this for some time but never seemed to pull it completely together. I decided to 

go ahead and write a letter about different types of finishes even though I was still not finished researching 

as I thought it might lead to some heady discussion among our resident scholars. I am going to break 

finishes down into six types. Varnish, shellac, lacquer, wax, oil  and penetrating resin. You might notice 

that polyurethane is NOT on this li st.  Actually, it is a type of varnish but you already knew that. 



North Carolina WOODTURNERS Page 3 of 12 

April  2014 Issue 

 

 

 

Why choose one finish over another. For the beginning turner I can see that ease of application would be 

a very important consideration. After all, we want to get the finished product off that lathe and in front of 

an admiring loved one as fast as possible. We also donôt have all  the tools associated with a sprayed or 

polished finish. We might also consider whether the object is going to come in contact with food when we 

choose a finish but we are really not thinking about the durability  of the finish as much as we are just 

thinking about food safety. The durabili ty of the finish plays directly into the use of the object. Not only 

do we have to consider whether the object will  come in contact with food but we now have to consider 

water, heat and other environmental factors. 
 

For some, color  becomes a consideration when choosing a finish. Will  we be adding color to the wood? If 

the color is added before the final layer of finish, will  my final layer of finish work with the underlayment 

of color? As you will  find out later, the finish itself  may discolor  for different reasons and this will  become 

a consideration. The ease of cleanup and the solvents used in the finish are also consideration that become 

more important as we move from and easily applied finish like wax to a lacquer or polyurethane finish. 
 

VARNISH 
 

 

Varnishes are made from a combination of oils and resins.  (Linseed or tung oil for example)  Varnishes 

like polyurethane are these oils combined with chemicals called polyols and acids that make a resin called 

an alkyd. The creation of the resin makes these more durable than the oil alone.  One article I read said, 

ñoil-based varnishes are the most durable finish that can be easily applied by the average finisher, 

surpassing most of the other finishes in water-resistance and resistance to heat, solvents and chemicals.ò 

That is quite a statement. It is also important to never use and exterior varnish on an interior project. 

These varnishes never really dry due to the high oil to resin content. 

 
In the end, varnishes give a tough, durable finish.  There are some varnishes that are water based which 

aids in the cleanup.  Another advantage to these finishes is that they are not known to yellow as they age. 
 

SHELL AC 
 
Shellac dries to a hard finish but water and alcohol are not its friend.  It is one of the easiest finishes to 

apply and dries in a short period of time. It can be purchased in either premixed or flakes that are mixed 

with denatured alcohol.  Shellac does take several coats to create a protective layer but because of its rapid 

drying time this is often not a concern. 
 

LACQUER 
 
One of the articles I used in preparation of this letter said that lacquer was so hard to apply that it was not 

going to be covered other than a cursory comment about it being a very durable finish.  Another article 

said that lacquer was not usually used in amateur finishing because of the difficulty of application. This is 

a shame because it is more durable that shellac, comes in di fferent finishes from high gloss to matte, and 

dries very rapidly. 
 

More often than not lacquer is applied via a sprayer.  Lacquer dries rapidly as it is basically a resin 

dissolved in fast drying solvents.  There are actually three different types of lacquers that I found but other 

than the ñnormalò one that most of us are aware of I would not recommend the others.  There were words 

like urea and formaldehyde used which says to me ñPò and dead people. Two things I donôt need around 

my turnings. 
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OTHER FINISHES 

 
WAX 

 
Most of us are familiar with the wax finishes in some form. I use the Beall Buffing System myself. A lot 

of the buffing polishes used on lathe are wax based. These are easy to apply but often soak into the wood 

or are rubbed off over time and must be reapplied. 
 

OIL 
 
I mentioned earlier the food safe finishes. I have worked with four myself and all  leave something to be 

desired in my opinion. Salad bowl f inish and mineral oil are easy wipe on finishes as is walnut oil. There 

is also a product line by Odie called Odieôs oil which I have found interesting but have not used it enough 

to give a final opinion. 
 

Lastly I will mention Linseed Oil and Tung Oil.  Linseed oil is usually found in its ñboiledò form as pure 

linseed oil does not dry.  The heating process along with some additives decrease the drying time for this 

oil. As with linseed oil, Tung oil can be purchased pure or heat processed.  (The heat process does the 

same for Tung oil as it does for linseed oil.)  These oil finishes are easy to apply by simply wiping on the 

oil and allowing it to penetrate the fibers of the wood. 
 

PENETRATING RESIN 
 
I did not go into the penetrating resins as I found very little about them other than they are resins that 

penetrate the wood and harden.  WOW.  Not a lot of info there.  A lot of the epoxy and polyester resins 

fall i nto this category. 
 

EPILOGUE (for those who remember the old Baretta show.) 
 
This is not meant to be an exhaustive explanation of all  the finishes available to us as turners. There are 

other finishes out there; there are combinations of the above finishes that people use; and, there is a lot more 

information about the finishes above that I could not go into. I just wanted to get you started if  you are a 

new turner and give you some options if  you are a seasoned turner. We are extremely lucky in our club as 

the wonderful staff at Klingspor are trained in all the types of finishes and can be an invaluable resource to 

us all.  I will  also have some handouts at the next meeting published by Behlen that are very useful in 

determining the exact finish to meet your needs. I hope you found this useful and a springboard for further 

research. (The handouts are included in the on-line newsletter but will  not be included in the mailings due 

to cost.) 
 

Newslet ter/ Membership / Library News 
By Beth Parham 

 
Newsletter  

Who will  be this monthôs ñPresenter Reviewerò? An individual to volunteer help create the write-up for 

those wanting some way to reference points or those members unable to make the meeting. Please see me 

and sign up for the monthôs to be my ñhelperò. Iôll wordsmith (clean up) spelling, etc., so you donôt have 

to worry about that. Thanks. 



North Carolina WOODTURNERS Page 5 of 12 

April  2014 Issue 

 

 

 

Library 

Work on the library is progressing. Have obtained software to move toward getting the library computerized 

and will  be working on new nametags (to include barcodes) to help with library checkout. Have ordered 

DVD materials to add the presentersô DVDs and other new items as the library grows. 
 

Membership  

Updated membership list will be sent to Klingspor right after the April meeting. I will have a membership 

li st for each one to double-check at the April meeting to insure that no renewal/new membership has been 

overlooked (knowing the back issue Iôve had has gotten my organization out of whack a lit tle). If you have 

not renewed, your name will be deleted from the list which qualif ies you for the discount. 
 

 

Types of Membership and annual pricing.  See me at meetings if  you want to join or have questions 

regarding membership.  Also, remember that membership entitles you to a 10% discount from Klingspor 

on all purchases (except wood and things with a plug). 

× Regular $50/year ï 
¶ After April 1st - $45.00; 

¶ After July 1st - $40.00; 

¶ After October 1st - $55.00, which includes the following year. 

× Centurion $100/year (paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes special nametag.) 

× Lifetime $600 one time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes membership for life and special 

name tag 

× Benefactor $1,000 one-time paid to NCW Education Fund.  Includes honorary membership in 

NCW (designed for businesses) 
 

 
April  Raffl e Items 
By Evanna Brening/Scott Caskey 

 
3/8ò Bowl Gouge cryogenic 

Rev. Right angel drill 3/8ò 

Excelsior spindle gouge İò 

Thin CA Adhesive (2.5 oz.) 

3" Sponge Pad H& L Medium W/ Spindle 

Toothpick / secret compartment holder (10) 

Sealtite Wood Sealer 

PS33 60C 3ò No Hole K/O Scalloped disc (50 pk) 
(Raffle Items are always subject to change from what is posted in the newsletter.) 

 

Mentorship  Information  
If you are interested in learning new skill s, or improving the skills you have, contact one of these NCW 
members: 

 
 

Scott Caskey 
(Iron Station, NC) 

 

704-735-2382 
Edgar Ingram 

(Statesvi lle, NC) 

 

704-876-4576 

Sam McDowell 
(Statesvil le, NC) 

 

704-871-9801 
John Melius 

(Mooresville, NC) 

 

704-663-0757 

Jim Miles 
(Cornelius, NC) 

 

704-661-0600 
Don Olsen 

(Lincolnton, NC) 

 

704-735-9335 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Brent Cook (704) 990-6995 

Last year of term (term expires 2014) 
 

Gene Parham (828) 294-4001 

Last year of term (term expires 2014) 

Ed Mackey (704) 537-2997 
2nd year of term (term expires 2015) 

 

Jerry Long (704) 483-9460 

2nd year of term (term expires 2015) 

Tim Simmons (828) 726-1599 
1st year of term (term expires 2016) 

Tom Denne (828) 584-0890 

1st year of term (term expires 2016) 

 

 

2014 Chall enge Projects 
By Scott Caskey 

 

M ONTH  CHALL ENGE PROJECT SK ILL S TARGETED 

Apr il Jewelry Stand Spindle and face plate 
M ay Lidded box With f inial and textured and/or carved 

embellishments 
June Duplicate a piece of art / glass / pottery in 

wood 

Bring object (or photo) of piece being copied 

July Ball  Round as round can get 

August Glue it up! 

Something made from something you 
glued up 

Creativity and using scrap wood from the shop 

September  Maracas  
October  Bracelet / Broach / Jewelry  
November  Something you made at Extravaganza Sharing our skills with community 

December  Hollow form Hollowing 

 

2014 Progr ams (and presenter s) 
By Renhard McLaurin 

 

M ONTH  PRESENTER TOPIC 

Apr il Bruce Lacy 
(Charlotte Woodturners) 

Tooth Fairy Box and 

Genie Bottles 
M ay Club Member / TBD TBA 

June Don Olsen  TBA 

July Club Member / TBD TBA 

August Jim Duxbury Kaleidoscope 
Http://www.dusterity.com 

September  All  you want to know about Wood 
(AM portion of meeting) 

Inlay 
(PM port6ion of meeting) 

October  Finishing  TBA 

November  Learn and Turn ï Bring a guest! Club members ï teachers/mentors 

December  Christmas Party  
 

2014 Officers and Board of Dir ectors  
 

OFFICERS 
 

President Renhard McLaurin (704) 838-0099 

 
VP/ 
Program Chair 

 

Mike Mills (704) 483-7315 

 
Treasurer Bruce Whipple 

 
Secretary 

Beth Parham (828) 294-4001 
Journal Editor 

 
Website Director Mike Mills (704) 483-7315 

 

Past President Evanna Brening (704) 740-8026 

 

 

http://www.dusterity.com/
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Chall enge Project  Photos 
By Scott Caskey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Max Schronce ï Cherry Burl 
 
 
 

Tom Denne ï 

Maple Wenge Zebra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Bumgarner ï Square platter 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Bartusch ï Maple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Long ï Cherry platter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Bartusch ï 

Poplar 



April 2014 Issue 

 

 

Page 8 of 12 North Carolina WOODTURNERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brent Cook ï Natural Edge platter 

Robert Bynum ï Cedar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dean Wright ï Poplar platters 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dean Wright ï White Oak platter  
Brad Angel ï Walnut platter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Logsdon ïWalnut Pear 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Renhard McLaurin - Walnut platter TC Schronce 
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Tom Crawford ïMaple 
 

 

Tim Simmons ï Kidôs platter Ken Hunt ï Maple platter with bowl 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Davis ï Cedar platter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Davis ï ñQuarterò-sized 

platter 
 

 

Ron Davis ï Cedar with color 

platter 

 

Ron Davis ï ñIt Blew U�S� ́






