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Presidentõs Message  by  Evanna Brening  
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Membership & Library News  by Mary Bachand  

Membership: NC Woodturners is truly a family organization. We have couples as members (Bill and Linda Collins, 

Jill and Roger King, Ken and Mary Bachand) and now Cindy and Colin Molzen of Taylorsville. We have a 
grandfather/granddaughter pair (Edgar Ingram and Kim Koonce), a father/daughter pair (Renhard and Sarah 
McLaurin) and now a father/son pair as Luke has joined his dad Pat Parker. We have a very first for us--a three 
generation membership. Ken Phillips is joined by his son-in-law and his grandson-in-law Tim Cannon and Philip 
Crump both of Lenoir. Sorry but I don't remember which is which. Tom Crawford of Shelby and Rick Moore of 
Blowing Rock are also new to us. Please welcome everyone.  
As it is a new year, you will receive a new directory and a membership card which is good for discounts in the 
Woodworking Shop. Also, you may possibly have a different number on the back of your name tag. Your new 
directory, membership card and new name tag, if you get a new one, were all the work of Sharon Lochaby. Sharon 
has willingly donated her tiem and talent on this project for several years and I am very thankful to her.  
Our walnut and pecan man arrived at our meeting with a generous supply of nuts to be used as ingredients in our 
cookie and cakes that appear each month. I wish that he would let me point him out to the group but he won't. Just know that we 

all appreciate what he adds to our goodie table each meeting.   
Library: : We had a number of members visit our library in January. Stoney, Sharon and I are happy that members 

are taking time to see what the library has to offer. If you haven't visited it, please do. There are bound to be some 
snow days coming when you can relax with a book, DVD or video. 

Versatility.  As I sit her thinking about January 2012 demonstration I can only think of one word, versatility.  Multi -axis turn ing is 

versatile at its best; you are making a cut and/or beads and coves and move the piece around between centers to change locati ons on the 

wood and cut again.  Multi -axis can be performed on any piece, whether it is a spindle/candle holder/chalice/goblet or a bowl/pl atter/

vessel/etc.  Barbara Dill showed us she has no agenda she just lets the creativity flow as it may.  The art of woodturning is  very versatile; 

NCW, as a group is very versatile.  We all have many skills and are a diverse variety, some being professional turners sellin g t heir wares for 

thousands of dollars, some beginning turners just starting with their first lathes making their first turnings.  It is becaus e of our versatil-

ity that makes NCW work.  

Versatility is learned; you just donõt wake up and POOF you are multi-dimensionally diverse.  You become versatile over time wit h 

the life experiences.  I remember when I first started turning. Boy -o-boy was I clueless.  I joined a club and within two months  became the 

newsletter editor, not knowing anything about turning or any of the members.  How did I learn and become versatile?  Just lik e t he old 

adage, how do you eat an elephant?  One bite at a time!  I started a section in the newsletter on òMeet a Turneró and interviewed people in 

the club.  I went to their shops, watched them turn, and took notes on who they were as people and what style of turning they  preferred.  

With that, many gave me a mini -lesson and answered many of my questionsé plus some of them gave me wood.  Which was one of the most 

difficult things to learn when you first start turning, where to get wood, and what kind of wood is good to turn.  This was a  win win for me.  

I soaked in their knowledge and picked up some tips on turning along the way.   

Before you knew it, I understood and could decipher from many of the advanced demonstrations that would soon come my way.  I 

attended wood turning symposiums and volunteered where ever I was needed.  That was a very good building block for my turning  knowl-

edge, but it was limited.  The club I belonged to in Florida was small and did not bring in the talent that NCW does.  We wer e lucky to have 

a professional demonstrator come demonstrate for us once every other year at an extra fee.  I belonged to three clubs in Flor ida (two 

turning and one general woodworking) and utilized each one to build my woodworking knowledge.  When my husband and I moved to  NC we 

lived in the country and the closest club to our home was NCW.  I became a member in May 2007.  Even though for many months t he major-

ity of the members thought I was lost and not an experienced turner, I soon won them over.  Now they know charm and wit come at a price, 

but hugs are always free.   

The 2012 demonstrations have already been set up; many of the demonstrations are not geared towards the beginning turner.  

That does not mean you will not learn something from the demonstrations, it just means many wonõt start at the beginning.   Next  month we 

will be bringing it back to basics with a double demonstration.  Edgar Ingram will do an instruction of turning to finishing,  emphasizing in 

finishing (his finishes are some of the best in our club) for the morning session, then a rep from Trend will take over in th e afternoon with 

a sharpening demonstration.  Bring your tools if you like; we may have time for a hands on with Trend.  

Starting next month NCW will add a crazy question corner in the newsletter, website, and Klingspor front desk.  This will be an 

excellent way for new and experienced turners to submit a question to NCW.   No question is a stupid question; here are some examples of 

questions I have gotten over the past few months:   òHow do I stabilize punky wood?ó   òHow do I eliminate tear outs from my cuts?ó òWhat 

tool would you suggest for hollowing out vessels?ó  òDo you use gloves, and what kind of turning gloves do you prefer?ó  Beth Parham and 

Renhard McLaurin will be heading up your questions and asking other members within NCW for their suggestions/answers to these  ques-

tions.  We were all new once.  If you have a question, submit it.  

ñHe's a player who makes the most of his opportunity. There's not really one true outstanding trait that defines him, but rather you have to 

look at the whole package - his versatility, his attitude, his ability.ò  ~ Gord Ash 

http://www.quotesea.com/quote/hesaplayerwhomakesthemostofhis
http://www.quotesea.com/quote/hesaplayerwhomakesthemostofhis
http://www.quotesea.com/quotes/by/gord-ash
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