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Presidentõs Message  by  Evanna Brening  

Talent, everyone has a talent.  We, as turners, have a talent in crafting a piece of wood into art.  

Whether it is usable in everyday life or just something beautiful to look at, we as a group are very talented 

people.   But not all us were born with such talent, it had to be crafted somewhere.  

We are very fortunate to belong to a club like the North Carolina Woodturners.  Gary Ritchie put it so 

eloquently when he brought in some of his latest turnings and explained how he came up with the idea for the 

pieces.  It was a collaboration of past demonstrators that taught him, one trick from indexing, another from a 

wood-burner, and yet another from painting.   

We have some major talent in our club.  You may not be (I know I am not) a Sam McDowell and turn a 

hollow burled vessel with numerous voids to a eight of an inch thick, or John Melius and have a finish that is 

so luscious that it still looks like it is wet, or Michael McNeilly and be able to do such fine crisp detail in your 

mini-turnings.  I can continue to name names, but the fact is, we as a club are abundant in talent.  You may be 

able to do everything I stated above or may not.   

You do have talent, and I want to see it.  The show -n-tell table is a wonderful way to showcase your 

talent.  We donõt care if your turnings are not a Don Olson, a Gene Shook, or a Gil Millsaps.  Itõs a YOU.  

Remember the North Carolina Woodturners Association purpose is to promote an interest in wood turning for 

persons of all levels.  Bring in your turnings.  I want to see what you are up to.  

 

Challenge yourself out of your comfort zone.  The monthly challenge is an excellent way to do just 

that.  Scott Caskey has come up with some interesting projects for 2011.  Remember if you bring in a 

challenge piece, up to three, you will get a raffle ticket for the monthly raffle.  Every member who completes 

all the challenges for the year will be eligible to win the end of the year prize.  This year the prize is a Rikon 

70-050 Mini -Lathe.  Congratulations to Dean Wright for winning the 2010 challenge project grand prize of 

the Tormek T -3.  Also, completing all the challenge projects reduces your membership by $20.00.   

 

I want to thank Don Olson for his contribution to Januaryõs meeting by providing the demonstration.  I 

now will be looking into my throw -a-way pile for possibilities for works of art.  Scott, donõt throw that into 

the furnace just yet.  It may be my latest master piece.  

 

February we will be enjoying Scott Caskey turning mini -hats.  I send out a weather warning to the 

first row viewers. Forecast of precipitation and possible showers.  Scott likes to turn sopping wet wood.  See 

you in February with your slickers on.  

 

Attention all NCW members: 
We are in search of a Program Director for the club. 

Please contact Evanna Brening if you are interested in the position. 
Again... I am begging.  Please, Please, Please.  
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The Board and the members of NCWoodturners would like to extend a heartfelt "THANK 

YOU" to Barb Ward.  

Thank you for your devoted service to the club.   For several years you were  acting as Newsletter 

Editor and Web Site Administrator.   Your hard work and devotion will not be forgotten.  

Thank you,  

NCWoodturners  



 

February 2011 Demonstration   Scott Caskey ~ Mini Hats  

Scott Caskey is one of NCW lifetime members.  Scott is a board member and does all the photography for 
the club. 
Currently working with Timken - Leading manufacturer of a broad range of bearings from those so small a 
microscope is needed for inspection to those large enough to stand inside.  There he is an engineer working 
on their computers. 
  

Scott is a self taught turner, starting out on a Shopsmith lathe in 1999 then graduating to a Powermatic 4224.  
Scottôs hobbies are hiking, gardening and wood working.  He can do just about anything with wood.  From 
building his own canoe to all the tool cabinets in his shop, he turns everything from a pen, to a crochet needle 
to a cowboy hat. 
  

Scott is a regular demonstrator at the Klingspor Extravangaza, where he has demonstrated everything from 
mini-hats to bowls to pens.  Scott started turning cowboy hats making only the large ones till one day the club 
asked him to do a demo on mini-hats.  Scott said yes and thought he should make one first before the 
demo.   That was several years ago.  Now he has demonstrated mini-hats at several of the turning clubs' as 
well as the NCWoodturning Symposium; where he demonstrated at the Klingspor booth. 

Membership & Library News  by Mary Bachand  

Membership:  :  A special welcome to Wayne Whisenant of Morganton who joined in December and to Tim Smith 

who "came back" in January. 
Our treasurer, Gary Ritchie, collected dues for me at the January meeting and then sent the information to 
me. Thank you, Gary! 
Now, I need to backtrack to December and our Christmas party.  Although I tried, this bit did not get in the January 
journal  but I feel that it is important enough to try again. 
First, if you haven't thanked Greg Crowder for all of his hard work before, during and after the party, DO IT!  He 
really worked hard for all of you to have a nice time.  Also, he provided entertainment in the person of that cute 
son.  After all, Christmas is for children. 
A special thank you to Mary McNeilly, Michael's wife, for volunteering to bake delicious cookies.  Mary knew that I 
had been sick and was behind in my baking so she came to the rescue. 
Next, my ever faithful friend Lee French, John's wife, who helped me at the dessert table.   Lee is a "master" at 
cutting fruitcakes.  Also, Lee made the beautiful quilt hanging for the auction and donated the money to our 
library  Thank you! 
At the end of the party, the "mass exodus" occurred without any thought of who was going to clean up the room and 
put out the garbage.  I am very thankful to know John and Linda DeLazzer, Michael McNeilly and John and Lee 
French who didn't abandon poor Greg.  You are very special people.  Scott Caskey stayed to the end but he was 
busy with all of the money matters. 
End of Sermon! 
My plan, weather permitting, is to have new directories and membership cards for those who paid their 2011 
dues.  No, I'm not the computer whiz who finalized this project.  Sharon Lochaby has donated her time, talent and 
paper so that you can have a new directory and membership card.  I truly appreciate all of Sharon's help. 

 

Library:  Three cheers for "Stoney" Stone who had the library all by himself at the January meeting.  Sharon was 

sick and I had snow but Stoney took care of the library. 
Remember to return your rentals and even check out some more for the next snow storm. 
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If you are interested in learning new 
skills, or improving the skills you have, 

contact one of these NCW members: 

 

*  Scott Caskey  (Iron Station, NC)      
704-735-2382   

*  Greg Crowder (Valdese, NC)       
828-874-6927                      

*  Gene Dampier (Fairview, NC)  
828-628-9535 

*  Edgar Ingram (Statesville, NC) 
704-876-4576 

*  Sam McDowell (Statesville, NC) 
704-871-9801 

*  Ron Mechling (Shelby, NC) 
704-487-0506 

*  John Melius (Mooresville, NC)        
704-663-0757 

*  Jim Miles (Cornelius, NC)  
704-661-0600 

*  Don Olsen (Lincolnton, NC)  
704-735-9335 

 

... or see whatõs offered at one of these 
Woodturning Schools 

 

Arrowmont School of                     
Arts and Crafts  
Gatlinburg, TN  

865-436-5860 
(www.arrowmont.org)  

 

 

John C. Campbell Folk School  
Brasstown, NC 

1-800-FOLK SCH 
(www.folkschool.com)  

 

 

If you want to volunteer as a mentor, 
please contact Barb Ward with your 

Want to learn 
something new about 

woodturning?  

NCW 2011 Demonstration Calendar  

*  January 8ð Don Olson   ~ Cut up and make art  

*  February 12 - Scott Caskey  ~  Mini Hats on the mini lathe  

*  March 12 - Sam McDowell  ~    NC wood with natural edge  

*  April 9  - Morris Schlesinger   ~  Rudyõs candlesticks and Mug rack 

*  May 14 - TBA  

*  June 11  - Alan Leland  ~  Square Ikebana demo  

*  July 9 - TBA  

*  August 13 - Gary Ritchie ~  Embellished Vessels  

*  September 10 -  Local Turners  ~ Turn and Learn  ornaments, pens, and minis  

*  October 8 - TBA  

*  November 12 - TBA  

*  December 11ñChristmas Party   ~   No Demonstration  
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2011 Challenge Projects and Guidelines  
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January                  Snow men 

February     Oil lamp 

March      Natural edge bowl (bark on)  

April      Something for the kitchen (not a bowl or platter or plate)  

May      Mushrooms  

June      Lidded box  

July       Crochet Hooks  

August       Refrigerator magnets  

September      Weed pot/twig pot  

October                   Segmented (at least 2 types of woods)  

November      Bird house (fly house) ornament  

December      Tree topper  

 

What you get for participating  

one raffle ticket for months project up to 3 entries  

if complete all 12 projects  

$20 off next years club membership  

A chance to win a Rikon 70 -050 mini lathe  

A drawing will be held in Jan 2012 for the prize.  

Rules 

Due on the meeting date.  

Have to be present  

If you miss a meeting/project you can still qualify for the grand prize by bringing the project at the next meeting 

and do one of the following  

help setup club equipment at extravaganza (Thursday afternoon)  

run camera for a demo at extravaganza  

turn in club booth at extravaganza for at least 1 hour  

help tear down club equipment after extravaganza after 4pm Saturday  

do a club meeting demo  

Help setup club sponsored room at symposium  

Run camera for a demo at symposium  

Help pack up video equipment at symposium  

You may makeup 3 projects with the above.  

 



 

Challenge & Gallery Photos by Scott Caskey  

Scott Caskey  David Fisher  Dean Wright  

Jerry Ostrander  
Lamar Sherrill  

Max Schronce  

John Melius  

Mike Mills  
Evanna Brening 

Jim Miles Dec 2010 

Challenge 
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